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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The Autobiography of Imam al-GhazaliBy D. J. SpauldingAbu
Hamid al-Ghazali is without doubt one of the mostly interesting, and most important, figuresin the history of Islamic
theology, philosophy, and Sufism. He was a polymath of the highest order. This book is atranslation of his
autobiographical journey from philosophical skepticism to the the mystic faith of Sufism. It includes a very thorough
introduction to al-Ghazali, as well as several tranglations of other short works by al-Ghazali in the appendix. The only
gripe | had with the book is the choice of font size, but other than that this book is more than worth buying and
spending an afternoon reading.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Difficult to follow chapter notes, still
niceBy A. S. AbdulbariThisis aletter written to a questioner by Imam Al-Ghazzali. The trandation is a bit difficult to
follow - especially after having read thisin Arabic. Unfortunately, many of the arabic words are difficult to translate
into english without thorough explanation. Though the translator does note these difficulties and explains the different
plausible meanings of the words, it is hard to follow the references that are in the back of the chapter. It would have
been much easier to place the comments and explanations in footnotes. Other than that, the translation seems very
accurate. | enjoyed reading the letter. The tranglation of faysal at-tafrigah has recently been re-done by Dr. Sherman
Jackson, and it is superior to the one contained in this book.Still a wonderful addition to your library.1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Anthony Leegreat quality! Love the book, used it for my islamic
philosophy class focusing on Al-Ghazali.

This spiritual autobiography describes Imam Abu Hamid al-Ghazali's intellectual crisis, which led him to achieve
direct knowledge of God. Among his most outstanding contributions to Muslim intellectual life were masterly
defenses of Islamic orthodoxy, mysticism, and law, against the attacks of those who advocated purely legalistic, or
entirely esoteric, readings of the religion. He hence articul ated the Islam of the middle way, in balance between the
extremes of the letter and the spirit. Also included in this volume are extensive trandations from key works of al-
Ghazali.

From the Back CoverThe present volume contains a translation of Ghazali's autobiography, The Deliverance from
Error, one of the most remarkable personal documents to have come down to us from classical Islamic civilization.
The Imam describes his education and hisintellectual crisis which left him so paralyzed by doubt that he was forced to
resign the most distinguished academic appointment of his day. His faith returned after years of wandering and
seeking during which he achieved direct knowledge of God in the form of the illuminative experience of the
Sufis.Imam Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (1058-1111) is generally acclaimed as the most influentia thinker of medieval
Islam. Among his most outstanding contributions to Muslim intellectual life were masterly defenses of Islamic
orthodoxy, mysticism and law against the attacks of those who advocated purely legalistic or entirely esoteric readings
of the religion. He hence articulated the Islam of the middle way, in balance between the extremes of the letter and the
spirit. As such, his works have become a manifesto for modern Muslims struggling against extremist and hence
heterodox readings of the faith.About the Authorlmam Abu Hamid al-Ghazali is generally acclaimed as the most
influential thinker of medieval 1slam, whose writings have been regarded as the greatest in spirituality and have been,
for centuries, the most read work after the Qur'an in the Muslim world.



