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From Brand: University of Pennsylvania Press : Dictionary of the Ancient Near East  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dictionary of the Ancient Near East: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Rendaoexcellent0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. More than just a dictionaryBy Mark D. HornbogenThis is an excellent reference book for those 
interested in ancient near east history. The articles have a lot of detail. Includes charts, pictures, references for further 
reading, and charts at the back listing rulers for Babylonia and Assyria. I recommend it to others who want a virtual 
encyclopedia in a book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great accompaniment when reading on the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=081222115X


topic!By Ruth SanfordThis is so thorough! When reading texts on the ancient Near East, I occasionally come across 
terms I am not familiar with. I find this dictionary to be extremely handy when that happens.

Selected by Choice magazine in 2000 as an Outstanding Academic BookThe earliest farms, cities, governments, legal 
codes, and alphabets developed in the ancient Near East. Four major religionsJudaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, 
and Islambegan in the region. Ideas, inventions, and institutions spread to all parts of the globe from the urban centers 
of the ancient Egyptians, Syrians, Hittites, Assyrians, Babylonians, and other peoples of the biblical world. For good 
reason is the ancient Near East known as the cradle of civilization.The only single-volume dictionary to embrace the 
whole of the ancient Near East, this major reference work covers Anatolia, Mesopotamia, the Levant, and the Arabian 
peninsula from the earliest times, through the Old Testament period, until the fall of Babylon to the Persians in 539 
B.C. From "Achaemenids" to "Ziwiye," "administration" to "ziggurat," in 500 concise, cross-referenced, and 
comprehensively indexed entries, the Dictionary of the Ancient Near East describes and explains the major ideas, 
institutions, places, peoples, and personalities that shaped the earliest development of Western 
civilization.Architecture, literature, economics, labor, religion, and society are all extensively treated, as are such 
subjects as crime, dreams, drunkenness, shipwrecks, and sexual behavior (and misbehavior). Each entry, written by a 
scholar of international standing, includes up-to-date bibliographic references. The book is richly illustrated with 
photographs, maps, and plans of major sites.Contributors: Douglas Baird (Lecturer in Near Eastern Archaeology, 
University of Liverpool), Jeremy Black (University Lecturer in Akkadian, Oriental Institute, Oxford University), Paul 
T. Collins (freelance lecturer in the Ancient Near East, London), Stephanie Dalley (Shillito Fellow in Assyriology, 
Oriental Institute, Oxford University), Anthony Green (Lecturer in Near Eastern Archaeology, Free University of 
Berlin), Gwendolyn Leick (Lecturer in Anthropology, the American International University, London), Michael 
Macdonald (Research Fellow, Oriental Institute, Oxford University), Roger Matthews (Director, British Institute for 
Archaeology, Ankara), Gerald L. Mattingly (Lecturer, Johnson Bible College, Knoxville, Tennessee), Graham Philip 
(Lecturer in Archaeology, University of Durham), Geoffrey Summers (Lecturer in Archaeology, Middle East 
Technical University, Ankara).

From BooklistThe preface says that the purpose of this book, first published by the British Museum, is "to provide a 
handy one-volume reference work accessible to anyone with an interest in the ancient Near East, as well as students 
and specialists in different areas who require a wider view." The editors have done what they set out to do. The time 
period covered is from the Lower Paleolithic (around 1.5 million years ago) to the fall of Babylon to Cyrus the Great 
in 539 B.C. The geographic scope encompasses Mesopotamia, Iran, Anatolia, the Caucasus, the Levant, and Arabia. 
There are some entries on major archaeologists and explorers from modern times as well as on ancient cultures, 
historic and legendary figures, concepts, aspects of daily life, and individual archaeological sites.The 500 articles 
range from brief paragraphs to a few columns on double-columned pages, and almost all have short bibliographies, 
generally citing academic studies, not all of which are in English. There are many articles covering general themes like 
family, women, writing, and royal courts. Within articles, topics covered separately are identified with an asterisk at 
the first mention. There is an index for main topics and topics covered in several entries as well as for captions to 
illustrations. The illustrations are generally photographs of artifacts or simplified line drawings of archaeological sites 
or maps. The print is extremely small.The book's price makes it suitable for most academic and medium-sized to large 
public libraries that need a one-volume survey of the ancient Near East. REVWRCopyright American Library 
Association. All rights reserved A History Book Club selection"This work succeeds admirably in giving an 
introduction to the Near East."Classical Outlook"A useful reference book of the highest quality."Journal of Near 
Eastern Studies"In this excellent subject encyclopedia, scholars of the ancient Near East bring together major aspects 
of its history, language, and culture. . . . People, places, institutions, major geographical areas, chronological periods, 
and a rich variety of subjects, such as architecture, the economy, religion, and poetry are all covered. . . . Highly 
recommended for all libraries and interested individuals."ChoiceAbout the AuthorPiotr Bienkowski is Professor in the 
School of Arts, Histories and Cultures at the University of Manchester. He was editor of the archaeological journal 
Levant from 1987 to 1992 and has directed archaeological projects in Jordan. He is the author or editor of many 
publications on the archaeology and culture of the ancient Near East and Egypt, including Jericho in the Late Bronze 
Age, Early Edom and Moab: The Beginning of the Iron Age in Southern Jordan, and Treasures from an Ancient Land: 
The Art of Jordan. Alan Millard is Rankin Professor Emeritus of Hebrew and Ancient Semitic Languages at the 
University of Liverpool. He has participated in archaeological projects over much of the Near East; among his 
scholarly and popular works on the subject are The Eponyms of the Assyrian Empire, 910-612 B.C., Treasures from 
Bible Times, and Discoveries from the Time of Jesus. 


