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Walter F. Otto : Dionysus: Myth and Cult  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Dionysus: Myth and Cult: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The Only Book On Dionysus You'll Ever NeedBy alteralysisThis is 
the definitive work on Dionysus and likely the closest we will ever be to discerning the actual worship and mythology 
of this god. I'd write more but there are other reviews here that say it all. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.34 of 37 people 
found the following review helpful. An essentail to understanding DionysusBy C. D. VarnThe first part of the book is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0253208912


essentially a long essay on the way myth and cult interact. It is important to note that this is a philological book and it 
can appear pedantic. The thesis in the first section is still crucial to pre-Christian religious studies today, but some of 
the polemics against other thinkers within it are quite dated.The second part of the book covers the historical 
development of both the Dionysus myth and cult. Otto unravels several popular and scholarly misreadings of the 
Dionysus myth. You may want a Attic/Koine Greek lexicon and alphabet guide near you if you feel so inclined, but 
most untranslated words can be figured by context with few exceptions.I well also note that this is an excellent 
translation from the German; Robert B. Palmer's introduction is very helpful in contextualized this work in the history 
of Philology and religious studies.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great quality item.By moriah 
WilliamsI'm sure it is a fabulous book if you're fluent in nineteenth century English and big words. I'm still reading it 
but it's taking me forever...the quality of the book I received is awesome though.

This study of Dionysus... is also a new theogony of Early Greece." Publishers WeeklyAn original analysis... of the 
spiritual significance of the Greek myth and cult of Dionysus." Theology Digest

"This study of Dionysus ... is also a new theogony of Early Greece." Publishers Weekly "An original analysis ... of the 
spiritual significance of the Greek myth and cult of Dionysus." - Theology DigestLanguage NotesText: English, 
German (translation)About the AuthorWALTER F. OTTO (18741958) was a distinguished philologist and historian of 
Greek and Roman religion. ROBERT B. PALMER (19191977) was Professor of Classical Languages and Literatures 
at Scripps College. He was translator and editor of Karl Strecker"s Introduction to Medieval Latin and author of 
numerous scholarly essays. He was also a contributor to the New Catholic Encyclopedia. 


