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Michael Kraus : Drawing the Holocaust: A Teenagers Memory of Terezin, Birkenau, and Mauthausen  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Drawing the Holocaust: A 
Teenagers Memory of Terezin, Birkenau, and Mauthausen: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very powerful!By A voracious readerThe author/artist was 
imprisoned in multiple concentration camps beginning in his young teens. Afterwards he drew these beautiful 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0822944553


remarkable pictures and wrote about his memories. His parents were killed, and I'm almost overwhelmed with sorrow 
after reading this very poignant book and viewing his drawings. Very special and unforgettable....1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. An incredible testament to the Nazis' brutalityBy mgI was privileged to be shown this 
diary in the original Czech version many years ago; Iwas truly astounded by what I saw. I thought then as I do now 
that this was anextremely important and most unusual addition to the Holocaust literature. A diary,written and 
illustrated by a 15 year old, testifying to the unimaginable cruelty andbrutality of the Nazi murderers. It took several 
years to finally get this diary translatedand published for the benefit of only English speaking readers; the publishers 
did anexcellent job in presenting this diary to the public. Congratulations to all! The bookdeserves 10 stars, not just 
five; I hope it will receive many awards!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A soul wrenching historical 
masterworkBy Jim BrysonThe author presents his childhood diary with his own illustrations. Powerful and emotional, 
but a story that needs to be told and remembered. This volume should be on the shelf of every serious library.

Twelve-year-old Michael Kraus began keeping a diary while he was still living at home in the Czech city of Nachd but 
continued writing while a prisoner at Theresienstadt (Terezn). When he was shipped with other prisoners to the death 
camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau, all of his writings were confiscated and destroyed. After his liberation and while 
convalescing, he began to draw and make notes again about his experiences in Theresienstadt, in Auschwitz, the first 
death march out of Mauthausen, and its satellite camps, in Melk and Gunskirchen. As a teenager confronting the 
traumas of these experiences, Kraus found that recording his memories in words and pictures helped him overcome his 
hatred for those who had murdered his parents. The process of writing and drawing also helped him begin the painful 
transition to a so-called normal life. As a survivor, Kraus also felt the need to recount his experiences for the benefit of 
future generations, especially on behalf of the many who did not survive. The present edition makes this memoir, 
originally written in Czech and significant for having been written so close to the authors liberation, widely available 
to English readers for the first time. It also reproduces pages from the original booklets that show how the teenage 
Kraus illustrated his memories with pencil drawings that both complement and extend his story, giving readers a sense 
of its character as an unusual and important historical document.

I spent a year in the Terezn ghetto, but as bad as it was, it cannot be compared to a single month in Auschwitz or 
Mauthausen. Rather than taking time to describe Terezn, I will only briefly record the most important events, because 
I am writing this during a period in my life when time matters and I would rather describe in greater detail my 
experiences in the concentration camps. Michael Kraus, from the text 


