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Auschwitz: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a woman, what a Saint.By SpainforeverI learned a lot reading 
this book, especially from the perspective of the Christian and Jewish German people who were not deceived by the 
terrible ideologies that preceded WWII.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. From Jew to Atheist to 
Catholic saintBy Shopping SpiceEdith Stein grew up in Breslau, Germany. She was Jewish but decided she was an 
atheist. She studied philosophy and became a well-regarded academic. She encountered some difficulty obtaining a 
professorship because she was a Jew and a female. Anti-Semitism was gaining strength as she began a possible career. 
She read about St. Teresa of Avila and credited this humble doctor of the church with turning her toward a deep and 
abiding love of Christ. She would have wholeheartedly embraced becoming a nun, but respect for her Jewish mother 
held her back, somewhat. Her journey toward Christ, juxtaposed with the turmoil of pre-WWII Germany, was 
tumultuous personally and professionally. This unforgettable book crescendoes with Edith Stein being loaded into a 
cattle car and sent to her death in Auschwitz.Anyone interested in the story of a soul would revel in reading this book. 
She is the patron saint of atheists, and non-believers might want to read and consider her journey toward faith, which 
was undertaken with great thought. She ultimately died for being Jewish and Catholic, but lives on and shines brightly 
in this wonderful account of her heroic life.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Nonna2Gave this book as a gift because I enjoyed it so much.

This is the powerful and moving story of the remarkable Jewish woman who converted to Catholicism, gained fame as 
a great philosopher in Germany, became a Carmelite nun, and was put to death in a Nazi concentration camp. Recently 
beatified by Pope John Paul II, Edith Stein was a courageous, intelligent and holy woman who speaks powerfully to us 
even today.

From Library JournalBorn into a devout German Jewish family, Edith Stein always excelled academically. At 
university she served as assistant to the phenomenologist Edmund Husserl. Her philosophical inquiries led her first to 
atheism, then to Catholicism, and finally to life as a Carmelite nun. In August 1942, she was arrested by the Nazis, 
deported to Auschwitz, and killed. This intellectual and spiritual biography bears witness to her mental and moral 
depth, depicting her as one who integrated Jewish and Christian values in her saintly life and heroic death. There are 
few full-length works on Stein in English; this earnest and comprehensive book is recommended. Nancy M. 
Laskowski, Free Lib. of PhiladelphiaCopyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.Language NotesText: English 
(translation) Original Language: German 


