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Quintin Colville, Kate Williams : Emma Hamilton: Seduction and Celebrity  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Emma Hamilton: Seduction and Celebrity: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely Excellent book on Emma Hamilton!By Kimberly K. 
WaltersThis is a really wonderful book. It not only has paintings/portraits of Emma, it tells about her life and children. 
I would highly recommend it.

The first publication to focus on the fashionable, ambitious, Emma Hamilton, an influential historical figure in her 
own rightEmma Hamilton (17651815) rose from humble origins to national and international fame as a model, 
performer, trendsetter, and interpreter of neo-classical fashion, though she was probably best known as the mistress of 
Lord Nelson and the muse of the English portrait painter George Romney.Usually portrayed in a passive and 
supporting role as muse or lover, her tragic trajectory from childhood prostitution to final destitution and neglect has 
been used to present her story as being by turns sordid and ridiculous. This landmark publication recovers Emma 
Hamilton from myth and misrepresentation, and reveals her as the active and influential historical actor she truly 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0500252203


was.The arc of this lifeher ambitions, successes, and hardshipsis viewed through a new lens, one that places her in a 
wider context of female celebrity. Accompanying a major exhibition at the National Maritime Museum, this book 
provides a fresh evaluation of her artistic undertakings, cultural achievements, and legacy. 250 illustrations

About the AuthorDr. Quintin Colville is the curator of naval history at the National Maritime Museum in London. He 
is the lead curator of the new Nelson, Navy, Nation gallery, and specializes in the social and cultural history of the 
Royal Navy.Kate Williams is Professor of History at the University of Reading and the author of Englands Mistress: 
The Infamous Life of Emma Hamilton. Her other books include the New York Times bestseller Becoming Queen 
Victoria and Ambition and Desire, a biography of Josephine Bonaparte. She serves as CNNs royal historian and 
appears regularly on TV and radio as a historical adviser. 


