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From University of California Press : Encountering Kali: In the Margins, at the Center, in the West  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encountering Kali: In the 
Margins, at the Center, in the West: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. So far so goodBy Vi SynsterI will likely update this review 
whenever I finish this book, but so far, I am loving what I am reading. It is a great introduction book for those newer 
to studying Kali and provides good insight on her (from a scholar and historical context of her).0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Highly recommendedBy Beau-Caprice VetchThis is a really valuable resource for anyone 
interested in getting multiple perspectives on Kali. Ranging from mythological origins to cultural practices to the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520232402


influence of colonialism, it offers some excellent and diverse perspectives on this complex Goddess.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Enjoyed it alotBy Ra's al GhulThis book is a compilation of academic essays on 
Kali ma. It's a must read. Enjoyed it alot.

Encountering Kali explores one of the most remarkable divinities the world has seenthe Hindu goddess Kali. She is 
simultaneously understood as a blood-thirsty warrior, a goddess of ritual possession, a Tantric sexual partner, and an 
all-loving, compassionate Mother. Popular and scholarly interest in her has been on the rise in the West in recent 
years. Responding to this phenomenon, this volume focuses on the complexities involved in interpreting Kali in both 
her indigenous South Asian settings and her more recent Western incarnations. Using scriptural history, temple 
architecture, political violence, feminist and psychoanalytic criticism, autobiographical reflection, and the goddess's 
recent guises on the Internet, the contributors pose questions relevant to our understanding of Kali, as they illuminate 
the problems and promises inherent in every act of cross-cultural interpretation.

"The editors take us from the margin, through the center, to the West, "through the shifting lenses of scriptural history, 
temple architecture, political violence, feminist and psychoanalytic criticism, autobiographical reflection, and the 
goddess's recent guises on the Internet," a round tour of an obscure, dense, powerful subject."--News India TimesFrom 
the Inside Flap"The editors have assembled a South Asian/History of Religions dream team, and the result is a book 
that captures the sexy, gory power of the dark goddess who is the most exciting of all Hindu deities-and perhaps the 
most controversial and notorious of all deities. Academically profound and theoretically subtle, these essays are also 
vivid and juicy."Wendy Doniger, author of The Bedtrick: Tales of Sex and Masquerade"If any subject ever called for a 
book of many parts, it is Kali. These original and provocative essays, well chosen and thoughtfully organized, point to 
all sides of the Goddess's character. The result is a sharp and challenging book-the essential starting point for a new 
century of encountering Kali."John Stratton Hawley, Ann Whitney Olin Professor of Religion, Columbia University 
and co-editor of Devi: Goddesses of India 


