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From Greenwood : Encyclopedia of Islam in the United States [2 volumes]  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of Islam in the United States [2 volumes]: 

Some scholars believe that the influence of Islam in the United States can be traced back to Thomas Jefferson. Today, 
Islam and American Muslim populations are growing in importance in this country, and demand for information about 
them is high, especially in the aftermath of September 11, 2001. This A-to-Z encyclopedia will help students and other 
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readers get a fast grip on pertinent holidays, terms, beliefs, practices, notables, and sects of the Islamic faith and 
Muslim practitioners in the United States. The accompanying primary documents volume provides 93 crucial articles, 
speeches, essays, poems, songs, and more to flesh out the encyclopedia entries.This encyclopedia and primary 
documents set, the first on the topic and for the general reader, is a must-have for every library. The primary focus is 
contemporary but the entries are historically contextualized, so the fuller picture of origins outside the country and 
practice now in the United States is clear. Further reading suggestions accompany each entry. The primary documents 
volume enhances the encyclopedic entries with annotated selections such as an article from an entry on a leading 
Muslim American magazine or an essay by a Muslim American scholar to illuminate an entry on her. This will be a 
boon for students doing reports on Islam and for non-Muslims looking to learn about Muslims in an objective, broad 
way. It is clearly and authoritatively written and compiled by a host of scholars, primarily from Harvard University's 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies. An introduction, chronology, selected bibliography, set index, and photos round 
out the set. Sample entries: African Americans; Bush, George W.; Calendar; Dietary Rules; Dress; Gulf War; Hate 
Crimes; Iranian Hostage Crisis; Media Coverage; The Message International Magazine; Mosques; Music; Muslim 
Students Association; Nation of Islam; Native Americans; New York City; Poetry; Prisons; Shi'a Communities; 
Sufism; World Trade Center; Young Professionals. Sample documents: Salah Al-Sawy, The Assembly of Muslim 
Jurists in America Fatwa Against the Danish Media and Government over the Cartoon Crisis, from The Assembly of 
Muslim Jurists in America; Michael Wolfe, Michael Wolfe, United States, 1990, from One Thousand Roads to Mecca: 
Ten Centuries of Travelers Writing about the Muslim Pilgrimage; Waris and Wajid Syed, Top 10 Muslim Hip-Hop 
Lyrics, from Warbux Records, beliefnet.com


