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Michael I. Meyerson : Endowed by Our Creator: The Birth of Religious Freedom in America  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Endowed by Our Creator: The Birth of 
Religious Freedom in America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I highly recommend this well researched book about the nation's 
founders' thought ...By Linda SeligsonI highly recommend this well researched book about the nation's founders' 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=030016632X


thought on Religious Freedom in writing the First Amendment.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy George T. GarlockExcellent in all aspects!8 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Most important 
book this year!By SunZipIf the truth sets you free, this book will have a major impact on the upcoming elections by 
shining a light on the original intent of our Founding Fathers to ensure religious equality and balance in the debate 
regarding the role of religion and faith in the civic society. Beautifully written and engaging. A must read for anyone 
concerned about the past, present and future of American society and politics.

The debate over the framers concept of freedom of religion has become heated and divisive. This scrupulously 
researched book sets aside the half-truths, omissions, and partisan arguments, and instead focuses on the actual 
writings and actions of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and others. Legal scholar Michael I. Meyerson 
investigates how the framers of the Constitution envisioned religious freedom and how they intended it to operate in 
the new republic. Endowed by Our Creator shows that the framers understood that the American government should 
not acknowledge religion in a way that favors any particular creed or denomination. Nevertheless, the framers believed 
that religion could instill virtue and help to unify a diverse nation. They created a spiritual public vocabulary, one that 
could communicate to allincluding agnostics and atheiststhat they were valued members of the political community. 
Through their writings and their decisions, the framers affirmed that respect for religious differences is a fundamental 
American value. Now it is for us, Meyerson concludes, to determine whether religion will be used to alienate and 
divide or to inspire and unify our religiously diverse nation.

"A very fine examination of the role that religion, and religious conflict, has played in our American story. Artfully 
blending history and narrative, Meyerson breathes life into an often misunderstood story, examining the beliefs of our 
founders, and showing how those beliefs did not always determine their policy decisions . . . This is a wonderful book, 
a needed corrective to the heat that often defines the current debate."Publishers Weekly 


