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Jamgon Kongtrul : Enthronement: The Recognition of the Reincarnate Masters of Tibet and the Himalayas 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Enthronement: The 
Recognition of the Reincarnate Masters of Tibet and the Himalayas: 

2 of 13 people found the following review helpful. do not confus people with the Great NameBy Cheng P. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1559390832


Yeh1.Jamgon Kongtrul The 1st is the Great Master, when using his word please also show the Tibetan Text,2.In the 
Book try to relate all the Great Masters with Tai-situ rinpoche, showing he is the one holding the lineage(which is not 
true)3.The story about China Emperor giving the Black Hat to Tai situ also funny, I happen to have the collection clear 
showing is the 5th Karmapa, not Tai-situ Rinpoche (during Ming Dynasty)4. pls don't using Jamgon Kongtrul The 1st 
for the title, if you can not show the Text. (you can write your own book, and eat your own mistake)0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Excellent overview of reincarnate masters the bittersweet story of the 8th Tai 
SitupaBy kirtuPersonally this is one of the best books written on the subject of reincarnate masters in the Tibetan 
Buddhist tradition. The author was inspired to write this in response to his experiences as a student of the former Kalu 
Rinpoche (1905-1989), a not officially recognized reincarnation of Jamgon Kongtrul, and the subsequent recognition 
of his reincarnation (tulku), born in 1990. The author has interviews interspersed through the book with the current 
12th Tai Situpa. The main text itself is a translation of Jamgon Kongrtul's explanation of the tulku phenomena to have 
been read at the enthronement of the 10th Tai Situpa as well as prayers. Unfortunately the 10th Tai Situpa did not live 
that long (1854-1885) and was renowned as a kind of wild man/wild yogi who gave back his monastic vows. The story 
is somewhat bittersweet because of his shortened life and because unfortunately the relationship between Kongtrul and 
the 10th Tai Situpa became frayed (apparently due to politics beyond the control of either man). I think this is a must 
read for anyone interested in the Tibetan tulku tradition. Secondly, if one is a serious Buddhist practitioner, the 
translation of Kongtrul makes it a must read because it reflects the world view of this great Tibetan Buddhist polymath.

Even the most casual contact with the culture, politics, or religion of Tibet and the surrounding region brings outsiders 
face to face with the institution of reincarnate spiritual masters. Past masters are identified as small children installed 
in their predecessor's monastery in a ceremony called "enthronement" and educated to continue the work of their 
former incarnation. This custom has provided a principal source of spiritual renewal for Himalayan Buddhists for the 
past thousand years. The introduction places the subject of reincarnate meditation masters within two major contexts: 
the activity of bodhisattvas, and in modern Tibetan society, where the reappearance of past masters is both natural and 
profoundly moving. Tai Situpa Rinpoche, a contemporary reincarnate master and a leader of the Kagyu lineage, 
describes the process of finding other reincarnate masters. Jamgon Kongtrul Lodro Taye, an outstanding writer and 
meditation master, offers a traditional view of the enthronement of reincarnate masters.

"A sort of: What You Always Wanted to Know About Reincarnation but Were Afraid to Ask."Publishers Weekly 
"With extraordinary intelligence and devotion, Ngawang Zangpo has produced a book which offers real insight into 
the profound mystery of the recognition and enthronement."The View "A fascinating book. Introduces the reader in a 
comprehensible way to the theoretical and practical implications of the tulku system."Tibet Journal "Zangpo combines 
well-placed historical anecdotes with quotations from masters and his own personal experience to give the reader a 
strong foundation in the process of recognition and enthronement."Northwest Dharma News "With extraordinary 
intelligence and devotion, Ngawang Zangpo has produced a book which offers real insight into the profound mystery 
of the recognition and enthronement." "A fascinating book--introduces the reader in a comprehensible way to the 
theoretical and practical implications of the tulku system." 


