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Erich Fromm : Escape from Freedom before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Escape from Freedom:

27 of 28 people found the following review helpful. So relevant for today!By ZOMBOIPSo you think you're free just
because you have the freedom to do and say whatever you want? Erich Fromm shows how this idea of freedom comes
asaresult of many illusions. Human beings shaped now in modern capitalist democracies are at risk because they are
attached to the results that they get within the systems limitations. They have become cogsin abig machine and
function only as such. The "gears’ psychologically turn usinto automatons. All we think about is money. The more
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the elite can deceive, the more the masses work to please them. Isthisthis price of progress, or isit sacrificing the
beauty of one life, multiplied over and over, for the sake of afew? Oh, thisis aworthy read because Fromm really
writes well and follows psychological intricacies of awareness and shows historically what happened to lead usto
escape from freedom and struggle to embrace it socially and politically.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. it seems to me that this book is hisbest, | was sorry that igBy Margotit seems to me that this book is his best,|
was sorry that ig.n the Kindle addition you left out the epilogue which is brillilant to understand the differencesin
culture and his explanation.His view why people followed Hitler is extremely convincing,and as it came out in 1941
one didn't know yet what the future would bring.It certainly made Fromm famous and | dare say that even today
people who haven't read the book should do so asit will enrich them,historically,sociological and psychologicallyO of
0 people found the following review helpful. Thoughtful By AjThis book caused me to think deeper. 3 dimensions
deep. It caused me to question my motivations for and definitions of, success.

If humanity cannot live with the dangers and responsibilities inherent in freedom, it will probably turn to
authoritarianism. Thisisthe central idea of Escape from Freedom, alandmark work by one of the most distinguished
thinkers of our time, and abook that is as timely now as when first published in 1941. Few books have thrown such
light upon the forces that shape modern society or penetrated so deeply into the causes of authoritarian systems. If the
rise of democracy set some people free, at the same time it gave birth to a society in which the individual feels
alienated and dehumanized. Using the insights of psychoanalysis as probing agents, Fromm's work analyzes the illness
of contemporary civilization as witnessed by its willingness to submit to totalitarian rule.

An analysis par excellence of our cultural neurosis. -The Nation The NationAn important and challenging work. The
New Y ork Herald TribuneFromm's thought merits the critical attention of all concerned with the human condition and
its future. The Washington PostAbout the AuthorErich Fromm was a German-born U.S. psychoanalyst and social
philosopher who explored the interaction between psychology and society. His works include The Art of Loving,
Psychoanalysis and Religion, and Man for Himself. He died in 1980.



