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Wilma Mankiller : Every Day Is a Good Day: Reflections by Contemporary Indigenous Women  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Every Day Is a Good Day: 
Reflections by Contemporary Indigenous Women: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. How lucky they are...By Sharon Klemm...as Native people to know 
where they came from, where they are from. I wish I could say the same. My Euro ancestors are not from here; we 
came with economic exploitation in mind and continue doing so today regardless of the wealth of information out 
there that tells us we are doing the wrong thing. In spite of the horrors visited upon Natives by white people (which 
unfortunately continue today) there is a grounding which gives these women a sense of purpose and place, an 
understanding of their relationship with the larger earth community, and most importantly, they are home. It is my 
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hope that the Native peoples grow in power and influence as I believe they will rise as the true leaders of this land and 
bring us back to sanity. White people owe them a debt which will not, cannot, ever be repaid. And that's the shame we 
have to live with.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This collection of powerful women writers gave 
me hope for ...By scpThis collection of powerful women writers gave me hope for the future of the world. At least for 
a few days.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent!By Waya5A fantastic book of wisdom by 
Native American Women Elders. Worth every cent.

A rare and often intimate glimpse at the resilience and perserverance of Native women who face each day positively 
and see the richnes in their lives.

From BooklistAuthor and activist Mankiller has garnered the thoughts of 19 Native women on questions such as the 
meaning of spirituality, the importance of sovereignty, and what it means to be an indigenous woman today. Mankiller 
chose her participants well, for these women--a physician, an attorney, ranchers, professors of American Indian 
studies, an urban planner, a cultural anthropologist, artists, poets, musicians, and an Onondaga Clan Mother--really do 
have something to say. Spirituality, which connects all indigenous peoples, means respect for the earth and all living 
things. Land is crucial to all tribes, as shown by the Dann sisters, Shoshone ranchers struggling to defend the sacred 
ceremonial grounds of their ancestors, and Sarah James, who fights for her Gwich'in tribal rights to protect caribou 
birthing grounds from oil and gas exploration in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Profound yet simple words from 
strong women working hard to perpetuate their culture, and who have a lot to share, and who need to be heard. 
Deborah DonovanCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved The endurance of this book owes as 
much to these womens resilience as to the staying power of its author. Although she died in April 2010 at the age of 
64, Mankiller had survived and indeed surpassed what might be considered more than her share of misfortune. In The 
Way Home, the chief, a key player in the rebuilding of her nation, wrote, The question I am asked most frequently is 
why I remain such a positive person, after surviving breast cancer, lymphoma, dialysis, two kidney transplants and 
systemic myasthenia gravis. The answer is simple: I am Cherokee, and I am a woman. No one knows better than I that 
every day is indeed a good day. Indian Country TodayThe late Mankiller, the first female chief of the Cherokee 
Nation, had conversations with 19 indigenous female educators, healers, attorneys, artists, musicians, elders, scientists, 
and activists over a period of several years, and here, they discuss issues facing modern Native American communities 
from a womans perspective. Through oral history, discussion, vignettes, and stories, they relate how they led 
meaningful lives by building on positive attributes of their communities and consider such subjects as ceremony, 
governance, womanhood, love and acceptance, and home and community. This edition has been published in honor of 
Mankillers memory. Book News Inc. 


