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Second Temple Literature (Journal of Ancient Judaism. Supplements):

Miryam T. Brand explores how texts of the Second Temple period address the theological problem of the existence of
sin and describe the source of human sin. By surveying the relevant Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha, and Dead Sea
Scrolls, aswell as the works of Philo and (where relevant) Josephus, the study determines the extent to which texts
presentation of sin isinfluenced by genre and sectarian identification and identifies central worldviews regarding sinin
the Second Temple period. The analysisis divided into two parts; the first explores texts that reflect a conviction that
the source of sin is an innate human inclination, and the second analyzes texts that depict sin as caused by demons.
The author demonstrates that the genre or purpose of atext is frequently a determining factor in its representation of
sin, particularly influencing the text's portrayal of sin as the result of human inclination versus demonic influence and
sin as afree choice or as predetermined fact. Second Temple authors and redactors chose representations of sinin
accordance with their aims. Thus prayers, reflecting the experience of helplessness when encountering God, present
the desire to sin asimpossible to overcome without divine assistance. In contrast, covenantal texts (sectarian texts
explaining the nature of the covenant) emphasize freedom of choice and the human ability to turn away from the
desire to sin. Genre, however, is not the only determining factor regarding how sin is presented in these texts.
Approachesto sin in sectarian texts frequently built upon already accepted ideas reflected in nonsectarian literature,
adding aspects such as predestination, the periodization of evil, and adivision of humanity into righteous members and
evil nonmembers.



