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Simone Arnold Liebster : Facing The Lion: Memoirs of a Young Girl in Nazi Europe  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Facing The Lion: Memoirs of a Young Girl in 
Nazi Europe: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. This book is wonderful and well writtenBy Naiomi V. WeissThis 
book is wonderful and well written. Its the true story of a young girl who was separated from her parents during Nazi 
regime. Her parents were sent to concentration camps because they refused to renounce their faith as Jehovah's 
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Witnesses and support the Hitler regime. She was taken away and experienced tests to her faith and integrity to 
denounce her faith and confirm. She remained faithful, thousands of Jehovah's Witnesses died in Nazi concentration 
camps for maintaining their faith.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Amazing example of faithBy 
Marisol M. HenriquezThis book is one of the most touching books that I have read in a long time! Simone's 
experience is remarkable in many ways. She was a little girl when she was faced with one of the most difficult 
situations a human being can experience. She was separated from both her parents and taken to a "re education" center 
where she was supposed to realize that her beliefs were wrong and accept that she could have a better life if only she 
rejected her faith. The way she faced that, is a testimony to the Bible education she received at home and a strong 
proof that even when you are that young you can remain loyal to your faith under the most excruciating 
circumstances.25 of 25 people found the following review helpful. Unflinching and Compelling Tale of IntegrityBy 
kjenfanI've read dozens of books on the Holocaust and you can rate Ms. Liebster's right up there among the best. 
'Facing the Lion' is Simone Arnold Liebster's personal account of a long struggle to maintain her integrity in the face 
of unrelenting persecution by the Nazi state. As a young girl Simone makes a sincere decision to become one of 
Jehovah's Witnesses and in a few short years, the idyllic world she grew up in is turned upside down. Taken from her 
family in an attempt at 're-education' Simone endures several years of hardships, some of which moved me to tears. 
The author writes with tremendous feeling and her style of prose is outstanding. The thing I find most compelling is 
that 'Facing the Lion' is never 'sugar coated' and you never forget that Simone's struggle to remain faithful is 
exceedingly difficult. You never get the sense that Simone is a religious fanatic. Even as a young teenager, it is clear 
that her decision is made with complete soundness of mind. And when you find yourself sometimes wishing that she 
would just sign the papers that would have given her release, you are ultimately moved by the moral stand she takes. A 
marvelous book and well worth your time.

Facing The Lion is an inspiring autobiographical account of a young, non-Jewish girl standing up for her beliefs in the 
face of overwhelming pressure to conform to the Nazi propaganda machines. Simone refuses to accept the Nazi party 
and her simple acts of defiance lead her to be persecuted by her school and local officials, and ignored by friends. She 
is put in a harsh reform school until the end of the war.

"Their courage is among the few truly bright moral examples during those dark times." -- John K. Roth, Russell K. 
Pitzer Professor of Philosophy, Claremont McKenna College; co-author, Different Voices: Women and the Holocaust; 
and Approaches to Aushwitz: The Holocaust and Its Legacy ...a shining example for the power of the spirit to triumph 
over evil... -- Ernst Rodin, author, War Mayhem: Reflections of a Viennese Physician As Simone's daily life changes 
... we see, with her, the corrupting impact of German occupation. -- Christine E. King, President Staffordshire 
University, United Kingdom From the Back Cover 


