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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. powerful storyBy borisGreat book, powerful story, suffers from the 
redacted stuff, including things that were public knowledge (this was the cia's fault). In fact, seeing the redacted lines 
is rather interesting because it makes the whole thing more like "living history" - we are watching how a nation (or at 
least its political establishment) comprehensively disgraced itself. Riveting, far better than the movie (which felt 
slightly hollow).1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Insight into a Clandestine WorldBy MaryThe 
amount of redacting alone indicates how clandestine the CIA continues to be, removing large sections of the 
manuscript written by the agent. At one point, it appeared that publication of her work would be denied by the 
Agency. Because the facts as they appear in the public record are woven into a third person account at the end of the 
book, the reader gets a fairly comprehensive picture of the agent's assignments and activities.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great book if you like flipping past pages of nothingBy GeoffGreat book if you like flipping 
past pages of nothing. Practically half of the book, and I don't think I'm exaggerating too much, is redacted. What's the 
point?

On July 6, 2003, four months after the United States invaded Iraq, former ambassador Joseph Wilson's now historic op-
ed, "What I Didn't Find in Africa," appeared in The New York Times. A week later, conservative pundit Robert Novak 
revealed in his newspaper column that Ambassador Wilson's wife, Valerie Plame Wilson, was a CIA operative. The 
public disclosure of that secret information spurred a federal investigation and led to the trial and conviction of Vice 
President Dick Cheney's chief of staff, Scooter Libby, and the Wilsons' civil suit against top officials of the Bush 
administration. Much has been written about the "Valerie Plame" story, but Valerie herself has been silent, until now. 
Some of what has been reported about her has been frighteningly accurate, serving as a pungent reminder to the 
Wilsons that their lives are no longer private. And some has been completely false -- distorted characterizations of 
Valerie and her husband and their shared integrity. Valerie Wilson retired from the CIA in January 2006, and now, not 
only as a citizen but as a wife and mother, the daughter of an Air Force colonel, and the sister of a U.S. marine, she 
sets the record straight, providing an extraordinary account of her training and experiences, and answers many 
questions that have been asked about her covert status, her responsibilities, and her life. As readers will see, the CIA 
still deems much of the detail of Valerie's story to be classified. As a service to readers, an afterword by national 
security reporter Laura Rozen provides a context for Valerie's own story. Fair Game is the historic and unvarnished 
account of the personal and international consequences of speaking truth to power.

.com On July 6, 2003, four months after the United States invaded Iraq, former ambassador Joseph Wilson's now 
historic op-ed, "What I Didn't Find in Africa," appeared in The New York Times. A week later, conservative pundit 
Robert Novak revealed in his newspaper column that Ambassador Wilson's wife, Valerie Plame Wilson, was a CIA 
operative. The public disclosure of that secret information spurred a federal investigation and led to the trial and 
conviction of Vice President Dick Cheney's chief of staff, Scooter Libby, and the Wilsons' civil suit against top 
officials of the Bush administration. Much has been written about the "Valerie Plame" story, but Valerie herself has 
been silent, until now. Some of what has been reported about her has been frighteningly accurate, serving as a pungent 
reminder to the Wilsons that their lives are no longer private. And some has been completely false--distorted 
characterizations of Valerie and her husband and their shared integrity. Valerie Wilson retired from the CIA in January 
2006, and now, not only as a citizen but as a wife and mother, the daughter of an Air Force colonel, and the sister of a 
U.S. marine, she sets the record straight, providing an extraordinary account of her training and experiences, and 
answers many questions that have been asked about her covert status, her responsibilities, and her life. As readers will 
see, the CIA still deems much of the detail of Valerie's story to be classified. As a service to readers, an afterword by 
national security reporter Laura Rozen provides a context for Valerie's own story. Fair Game is the historic and 
unvarnished account of the personal and international consequences of speaking truth to power. Read the First Chapter 
from Fair GameJoining the CIAOur group of five--three men and two women--trekked through an empty tract of 
wooded land and swamp, known in CIA terms as the "Farm." It was 4 a.m. and we had been on the move all night. 
Having practiced escape and evasion from an ostensible hostile force--our instructors--we were close to meeting up 
with our other classmates. Together we would attack the enemy, then board a helicopter to safety. This exercise, called 
the final assault, was the climax of our paramilitary training. Each of us carried eighty-pound backpacks, filled with 
essential survival gear: tents, freeze-dried food, tablets to purify drinking water, and 5.56 mm ammunition for our M-
16s. The late fall weather was bitter, and slimy water sloshed in our combat boots. A blister on my heel radiated little 
jabs of stinging pain. My friend Pete, a former Army officer, usually ready with a wisecrack and a smirk, hadn't 
spoken in hours, while John, our resident beer guzzler, carried not only his backpack but at least fifty extra pounds of 
body weight. His round face was covered with mud and sweat. Read the Publisher's Note and First Chapter from Fair 
Game From Publishers WeeklyThe government redacted much of the significant information in the first section of 
Wilson's memoir, which concerns her career in the CIA. In print, a black bar omitted the words and passages; on 
audio, a tone does the deleting. Once the novelty of the beeps wears off, the incompleteness of Wilson's narrative, at 
first tantalizing, becomes frustrating. The constant interruptions make it difficult for a listener to assemble a coherent 



story. Once Wilson's identity is leaked by White House insiders, the memoir's redactions cease for the most part. 
Unfortunately, her distress over the attempted destruction of her and her husband's professional reputations is 
considerably less riveting than her spy career. Whiles neither a prose stylist or an actress, Wilson reads clearly, with 
immediacy and sincerity and a note of barely suppressed anger. Laura Rozen's afterword (occupying the last two CDs) 
fills in the gaps removed by the CIA. It's intriguing and considerably more polished. The two narratives create an 
interesting, if not entirely satisfying, account of a disturbing contemporary scandal. Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. "Among the risks faced by men and women who 
volunteer to serve in our intelligence services are those which derive from American politics. This story shows us how 
strong the desire to serve can be and how treacherous the risks are in the minefields of Washington. Valerie Wilson 
volunteered at the height of the cold war. She expected to be betrayed by our enemies, not us." -- Bob Kerrey, Former 
U.S. Senator and Vice Chairman, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence"Plame spent a courageous and honorable 
career on the front lines of terrorism only to come home and meet the ultimate betrayal, her own country -- unethical 
politicians and unscrupulous journalists. Plame's story is a modern odyssey, a cautionary tale that should make 
Americans think twice before sacrificing their patriots." -- Lobert Baer, Former CIA Case Officer and the author of 
See No Evil and Sleeping With The Devil"Plame had a front-row seat on both the politicization of pre-war intelligence 
and White House efforts to stem post-invasion criticism....[She] can be viewed as a canary in the proverbial coal mine, 
and her book reads like a grim testament to the noxious atmosphere of our current politics." -- The Boston Globe"Fair 
Game -- which takes its title from Karl Rove's phrase about the legitimacy of blowing Ms. Wilson's professional 
camouflage -- describes how intense stress wrought havoc on the Wilsons' marriage, not to mention Ms. Wilson's state 
of mind....[And] she powerfully evokes the disbelief, fury and uncharacteristic terror that came with being outed. " -- 
The New York Times"...Plame's own account of her life reveals her as a patriotic true believer in the CIA and its 
mission. " -- Los Angeles Times 


