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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good BookBy LyntomOur men's group used this book for study and 
discussion. This group is composed of Liberals, Independents and Conservatives, and I think everyone except the most 
conservative of the Conservatives enjoyed it. Danforth is a moderate republican and it is very interesting to read what 
he says was his motivation behind his decisions as the Missouri AG and his political stance as a Senator. He is very 
candid about his political career, probably more so than most politicians. I think he describes how our current political 
climate came to be quite well, which does happen to agree with the latest poly-sci classes I have taken.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. "Faith and Politics" by John DanforthBy Karen J. BostonAs a life long resident of 
the St. Louis area, I have known of and voted for John Danforth. He is a man of character and conviction. I purchased 
his book for a Christmas gift for my son, who, upon reading it, said that he enjoyed it very much. We both bemoaned 
the fact that Mr. Danforth is no longer in public life. It seems there are few, if any, of his mettle serving this nation 
today. This is the work of an intelligent, educated, reasonable man. His work is clearly written and his views are 
simply but cogently presented. I heartily recommend it...as does my son.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Faith and PoliticsBy mibeerladyThis book presents a balanced view of the interaction between conservative, 
right wing Christianityand the real world. The Senator explains why it is wrong for our government to attempt to direct 
ourreligious life, but it is just as wrong for the religious right to assume infallibility and attempt todirect our 
government.

A former U.S. senator and ordained Episcopal priest examines the controversial intersection of faith and politics in 
America As a former three-term Republican U.S. senator from Missouri and an ordained Episcopal priest, John C. 
Danforth has watched the changes in his party and the church with growing alarm. After penning two op-eds for The 
New York Times criticizing the right for its focus on wedge issuesabortion, stem-cell research, gay marriage, the 
Schiavo case, the public display of religionthat drive people apart, he speaks out again to call for a change. "The 
Republican Party has been taken over by something that its not," Danforth says. "People do not want a sectarian 
political party, including a lot of people who are traditional Republicans." In Faith and Politics, Danforth provides 
suggestions for moving toward a more secular Republican party that inspires trust in the people of the United States. 
Based on years of hard- won political experience and a life of religious service, he calls for Christians to look to the 
Bible and Christian teachings for ways in which they can practice their faith day to day and turn the countrys focus to 
a common ground once more. As a respected former senator, special envoy for peace in Sudan, priest, as an author, 
Senator Danforth is uniquely qualified to call for the change we so desperately need. He writes openly about his 
political life and ambition, humbly about his achievements, and above all with clarity and reason that both 
Republicans and Democrats hear all too little of.

From Publishers WeeklyDanforth, a Missouri Republican as well as a lawyer and Episcopal minister, tended to avoid 
nasty partisan politics during his three terms in the U.S. Senate (with the notable exception of his defense of his protg 
Clarence Thomas during U.S. Supreme Court confirmation hearings). After voluntarily retiring from the Senate in 
1995, Danforth accepted appointments by White House Republicans, including ambassador to the United Nations and 
envoy for peace in Sudan. But the partisanship of President George W. Bush, a variety of other Republicans and quite 
a few Democrats has now led Danforth to urge political rivals to pull together to strengthen the United States, so the 
nation can in turn promote world peace. Danforth oozes sincerity and good sense as he excoriates "Christian 
conservatives" (naming James Dobson, Jerry Falwell, Ralph Reed and Pat Robertson, among others) for corrupting 
religious doctrine on reproduction and marriage and inappropriately inserting it in government. Conceding that he's an 
imperfect human being who sometimes failed as a student, husband, father, lawyer, minister and senator, Danforth 
comes across as a welcome paragon of virtue. (Sept.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Booklist*Starred * A former three-term Republican U.S. senator from Missouri 
and an ordained Episcopal priest, Danforth brings exceptional insight to the debate about the political use of religion 
and the separation of church and state. He worries that Republican courting of the Christian Right is distorting all 
notions of public and private morality. He laments that when Republicans voted to have federal courts overrule the 
state court in the Terri Schiavo case, violating long-held principles, it allowed the Christian Right to take over the 
party. Danforth urges more liberal and moderate Christians to challenge the presumptiveness of the Christian Right to 
speak for all Christians. Rather than construct a political agenda based on narrow interpretations of religious 
orthodoxy, Christians should focus an expansive faith in God that embraces conflicting opinions on a range of 
controversial issues, including stem-cell research and gay marriage. Danforth is honest in revealing his own struggles 
to maintain humility in seeking political consensus, and offers a primer for politicians to conduct themselves by 
Christian principles without dogmatic orthodoxy that ultimately divides the nation. This incredibly thoughtful book 
will give pause to readers of all political and religious beliefs. Vanessa BushCopyright American Library Association. 
All rights reservedFrom the Back CoverAdvance Praise: "John Danforth was a Republican senator and is an Episcopal 
priest, and he is deeply disturbed by his party's engagement with religion. He knows whereof he speaks in this 
meditation about the contested terrain where politics and religion intersect." -George F. Will "Heed the call of this 



certain trumpet! No one speaks with more clarity, honesty or sincerity than my old friend Jack Danforth. When things 
would get rough in the U.S. Senate, he was the guy we would send off to negotiate our way out of the tough problems 
with the troops on the other side of the aisle. Heed this thoughtful and provocative message. He always gave his very 
best. He again does so here." -Alan Simpson, served as Senator from Wyoming 1979-1997 "With passion, clarity, and 
common sense, John Danforth has given us a great gift: a lucid, powerful book that is at once reflective and 
instructive. By candidly writing about his own unusual pilgrimage through what Roger Williams called 'the wilderness 
of the world and the garden of the church,' Danforth--priest and politician--sheds light on the complexities and 
ambiguities of religion and politics. Jesus once told his followers that 'in this world ye shall have tribulation, but be of 
good cheer,' and, reading Danforth, one is heartened anew that if we all conduct ourselves with humility and a sense of 
history, we shall find fresh cause to be of good cheer as we face the storms of the present." -Jon Meacham, managing 
editor of Newsweek and author of American Gospel: God, the Founding Fathers, and the Making of a Nation "This 
stirring book--part political memoir, part sermon, part moral plea--reminds us again why the remarkable Jack Danforth 
has become one of the most respected voices in American political life. His thoughtfulness, deep wisdom, and simple 
decency radiate from every page, and leave one at the end with rare hope that through commitment, faith and politics 
can ultimately enrich, and not corrupt, one another." -Harold Hongju Koh, Dean, Yale Law School "Danforth's is a 
welcome voice of reason and moderation during a time of divisive and polarizing rhetoric. As priest and politician he 
ably sets forth the deeper truths of the Christian tradition with clarity and compassion and applies them to the issues of 
our time." -Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold, Episcopal Church 


