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Byron L Sherwin : Faith Finding Meaning: A Theology of Judaism before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Faith Finding Meaning: A Theology of Judaism:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Byron Sherwin--Cogen Modern TheologyBy Dr. Victor S. Alpherlf
you wish to understand Judaism at a deeper theological level, then Byron Sherwin's books, and especially thislast one,
are the best. | know hislast student, David Wharton, and | think | understand where Sherwin fits in Judaic theology, at
least at the level of Rebbe Nachman of Bratislava but in anew period in history...thisis not for the novice, but well-


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199978573

written and cogent.O of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Leah WaldExtremely thought
provoking and visionary.

Over four decades ago, the pre-eminent Jewish theologian, Abraham Joshua Heschel, warned of a"second

Holocaust" - a spiritual genocide against Judaism that American Jews were perpetrating on themselves. By engaging
in assimilation and secularization, he argued, Jews were losing their religious identity and, through it, their identity as
apeople. In Faith Finding Meaning, Byron L. Sherwin makes the case for areturn to Jewish theology as a foundation
for restoring Jewish authenticity and for reversing self-destructive assimilationist trends.Rather than focusing on the
abstract theological concepts presented by Judaism, such as the existence and nature of God, Sherwin shifts the center
of the discussion to the quest for individual meaning. As more Jews seek to affirm Judaism as afaith, they are
increasingly asking two questions. What is Judaism? How does Judaism address my quest for meaning? This volume
constructs a portrait of the Jewish faith that is deeply rooted in both classical and modern sources of Jewish thought.
Jewish theological thinking can be understood as a response to such visceral existential issues as living in a covenantal
relationship, finding God in the world, approaching sacred scripture, and committing ethical deeds. Finding this sort of
individual meaning through Jewish theology is, Sherwin argues, the viable path by which Jews in the contemporary
world can maintain identity amid assimilation. Faith Finding Meaning will engage anyone seeking a refreshing new
approach to interpreting Jewish theology and a guide for faithful living as the Jewish people move into the future.

"Byron Sherwin is, without doubt, one of the most informed and penetrating theological minds of American Jewry
today. Faith Finding Meaning isinstructive, if not required, reading for those wishing to participate in future
discussions in constructive Jewish theology. Forthright, synthetic and always engaging, Sherwin assesses the condition
of modern Jewry and provides the spiritual tools necessary for a Jewish faith that is both grounded in sacred texts and
profoundly inspiring. Scholars and spiritual pilgrims alike will come to use this volume as a window through which to
view both the Jewish tradition and the contemporary Jewish soul." --Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove, spiritual leader of Park
Avenue Synagogue and author of Teyku: The Insoluble Contradictions in the Life and Thought of Louis Jacobs
"Based on his wide familiarity with classical Jewish texts and his broad reading of modern Jewish thinkers, Sherwin
takes us on an intellectual exploration of what form American Jewish theology might take in the twenty-first century.
He shows that any new Jewish theology has to rest not only on the Judaic tradition, but also on the lived experience of
modern Jews being in a covenant relationship with the Divine. This book isindispensable for anyone interested in
thinking about how classical Jewish literature and liturgy can address the post-modern Jewish experience of faith, life
and suffering." --Peter J. Haas, Abba Hillel Silver Professor of Jewish Studies, Case Western Reserve University.
"According to the Jewish mystical tradition, the Torah reveals herself only to her lovers. Byron Sherwin is not only
one of the most creative Jewish scholars of our generation, but is also alover of the Torah. That enables him in this
book, using the most important traditional Jewish sources and modern scholarship, to present us with an authentic
Jewish theology by describing what Judaism is and what Judaism is not." --Harold Kasimow, George Drake Professor
of Religious Studies Emeritus, Grinnell College About the AuthorByron Sherwin, an ethicist and scholar of Jewish
philosophy and mysticism, is the Distinguished Service Professor at the Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies. Heisthe
author or editor of more than twenty-five books, including Studies in Jewish Theology.



