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Millennium: The Future of Religion and American Politics: 

The Statue of Liberty--depicted on a roadside billboard--did not carry her customary torch and tablet. Instead, she 
shielded her eyes from words that towered beside her, words that highway drivers could not possibly avoid: "We are 
no longer a Christian nation." Underneath was the name of the man who spoke them, the nation's president, Barack 
Obama. He had made the original statement--"Whatever we once were, we are no longer a Christian nation, at least not 
just"--four years earlier. Since then those words had appeared, in one form or another, not just on billboards but in a 
host of other venues, a visible symbol of America's divide over religion and politics.In Faith in the New Millennium, a 
group of leading historians explores the shifting role of religion in American politics in the age of Obama, shedding 
new and fascinating light on the interplay of faith and politics. Each of the sixteen contributors examines a 
contemporary issue, controversy, or policy through a historical lens. In an age of the 24-hour-news-cycle, where 
complexity is often buried under bluster, these essays make a powerful case for understanding the stories behind the 
news. They tackle such topics as immigration reform, racial turmoil, drone wars, foreign policy, and the unstoppable 
rise of social media. Taken together, they reveal how faith is shaping modern America, and how modern America is 
shaping faith.

"This very fine collection highlights the need for even more scholarship on the future of religion and politics-or even, 
for that matter, its present."--Reading Religion"In this outstanding collection, two leading scholars of religion and 
politics in America's past have brought together an all-star roster of historians to discuss religion and politics in our 
present. Brimming with expertise and insights, Faith in the New Millennium is scholarship-in-action at its very 
finest." --Kevin M. Kruse, author of One Nation Under God: How Corporate America Invented Christian America "If 
such a volume is to succeed, it must be anchored by strong essays by established scholars, the academic equivalent of 
ringers. The editors, Darren Dochuk and Matthew Avery Sutton, more than amply fill that role, complemented by such 
luminaries as Edward J. Blum and Jennifer Graber." -The Christian Century"Faith in the New Millennium provides a 
nuanced, comprehensive, and effective overview of the continuities and discontinuities in religion's role in American 
politics."--Sociology of ReligionAbout the AuthorMatthew Avery Sutton is the Edward R. Meyer Distinguished 
Professor of History at Washington State University. He is the author of, most recently, American Apocalypse: A 
History of Modern Evangelicalism.Darren Dochuk is Associate Professor of History at the University of Notre Dame. 
He is the author of From Bible Belt to Sunbelt: Plain-Folk Religion, Grassroots Politics, and the Rise of Evangelical 
Conservatism. 


