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Edwin S. Gaustad : Faith of the Founders: Religion and the New Nation, 1776-1826  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Faith of the Founders: Religion and the New Nation, 
1776-1826: 

10 of 20 people found the following review helpful. Our Godly heritageBy curlyThe Faith of our Founders, so aptly 
described by the author, is a vital part of our heritage as a nation too many people, including many of our religious, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1932792090


government, and educational leaders today have either forgotten or consider irrelevant. Yet, it was the teachings of 
Christianity, so eloquently and repeatedly expressed in their statements and writings, that provided the foundation for 
the nation, its government, and democratic principles which the Founders established. The Founders, Washington, 
Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, and the others repeatedly emphasized that the morals, virtues, and values of 
Judeo-Christianity were absolutely essential to the prosperity and security of the democratic republic they were 
building. Today, many who hold to the ideology of secular-liberalism, seek to draw the nation away from its Judeo-
Christian roots and the vision and values of our Founders. This is the greatest internal danger facing our nation. 
Washington said that no man should consider himself a patriot who would draw the nation away from its fundamental 
Christian heritage and roots. Illiteracy concerning our nation's founding, its Christian roots, and the beliefs of our 
Founders is common today because of the failure of our educational institutions to follow the advice of the Founders. 
Hopefully, more books like this will serve to awaken the people. If you liked this book, you will also like "Divine 
Love / Divine Intolerance" which gives clear perspective on the "tolerance" of secular liberalism, how its meaning has 
been corrupted today, and the corrosive effects of this corruption on Church, Government, Education, and 
SocietyDIVINE LOVE / DIVINE INTOLERANCE

In the lauded Faith of the Founders, revered historian Edwin Gaustad provides a careful consideration of the 
developing relationship between religion and the state after the American Revolution. With concise focus on Thomas 
Jefferson, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and John Adams, Gaustad identifies seven 
varyingsometimes contraryperspectives on religion that guided the nation's founders. Faith of the Founders masterfully 
shows how these figures possessed an intuitive understanding of religion that helped nourish a young country. 
Repackaged for a new generation of readers and with a new foreword by Randall Balmer, this brief but insightful book 
offers a look into the founding fathers' geniusand points to a way forward through the ideological boundaries that 
threaten to upend the daily doings of American government today.

"As clear and serene a guide to the mixture of religious and political events at the time of the nation's founding as we 
are likely to get."Martin Marty, Catholic Historical "Historically informative and as relevant as today's headlines. The 
author brings to these sensitive chapters all the wisdom and sophistication and that have marked him as a premier 
historian of the American religious experience."Henry W. Bowden, Religious Studies "Gaustad reminds us of the 
genius behind the founders' formulations regarding the relationship between church and state. Faith of the Founders is 
the best summary available of the social, political, and intellectual context that surrounded the crafting of our charter 
documents."Randall Balmer, author of The Making of Evangelicalism: From Revivalism to Politics and 
Beyond"Based on James Sprunt lectures delivered at Union Theological Seminary (Richmond), this beautifully written 
book shows the complexity of church-state relations in the early republic."Justus D. Doenecke, New College of 
Florida, Anglican and Episcopal HistoryFrom the Inside FlapVintage Gaustad now back in print."About the 
AuthorEdwin S. Gaustad is emeritus Professor of History, University of California, Riverside. He is a noted church 
historian and the author of over a dozen books.Randall Balmer is Mandel Family Professor of Arts Sciences and Chair, 
Department of Religion, Dartmouth College. He is the author or editor of more than a dozen books. 


