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Vessantara (Tony McMahon) : Female Deities in Buddhism: A Concise Guide  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Female Deities in Buddhism: A Concise Guide: 

Queens and old crones, Buddhas and goddesses, mothers and wild women. Female deities in Buddhism take many 
forms to inspire, beguile, rouse and protect us. Enter the magical realm of gently compassionate Kuan Yin from China, 
meet the elusive golden goddess from India representing Perfect Wisdom, and tangle with the energetic embodiments 
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of freedom, the fearless sky-dancing dakinis of Tibet. Respected Western Buddhist teacher Vessantara invites us to 
learn more about ourselves as women and men by reflecting on these figures, for within us lie the seeds of love, 
wisdom and freedom that these figures symbolise in their fullness, qualities we can nurture through contemplating the 
beauty of these enlightened beings. Engage not just with your head but with your heart. Follow your intuition ... enrich 
your life. My thanks to Vessantara for a treasure trove of fascinating information, explanation, and anecdote on the 
feminine divine. This is an invaluable introductory source book.Sandy Boucher, author of Discovering Kwan Yin, 
Buddhist Goddess of Compassion.

About the AuthorA much published and well-respected Buddhist author, meditator and teacher, Vessantara is a senior 
member of the Western Buddhist Order. He holds a particular love for Tibetan Buddhism and his known particularly 
as an effective storyteller. 


