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15 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Hope through understanding . . .By Yogi1013My recent interest in 
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Sikhism led me to Mahmood's book, which has given me a much better understanding of the tragedy at the Golden 
Temple in 1984 (including circumstances leading up to, and following, the violence there).More importantly, it has 
reinforced my belief that uncovering the truth of the very human circumstances that lead to such violence can help us 
build bridges of understanding and hope for preventing such tragedies in the future. It is too easy to simply brand one's 
enemy as a terrorist, religious fanatic, or political extremist--but we must exert a bit more effort to see past such overly-
simplistic labels--to see that our enemies are complex humans like ourselves, with many of the same hopes, values, 
concerns, fears, strengths and weaknesses.Jesus called upon us to love our enemies, and this book, in my opinion, 
begins to uncover some of the difficulties and revelations one might encounter in such a pursuit. As with most 
worthwhile pursuits in life, such attempts at uncovering the truth beneath both sides of an issue can be a complex, 
difficult, even dangerous paths to tread, but ones that we must traverse if we truly seek peaceful resolution of conflicts 
between people, countries, religions and cultures now and in the future.Mahmood treads this difficult path to uncover 
the human side of the Sikh militants, and in my opinion, succeeds admirably. To be fair, I'd like to read more accounts 
of the events at Amritsar, to gain a more complete perspective of the thoughts and feelings of all those involved. 
Because the Indian government apparently made great efforts to conceal the truth behind the events of 1984, it seems 
finding more books that do as well as Mahmood's at shedding light on the violence may be difficult. Hopefully I'll find 
more gems like this one. Highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy 
Satinderpal S KapurA good descriptive analysis.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book, Great 
ConditionBy Puneet SinghBook was in great condition and is an amazing, well balanced read.

The ethnic and religious violence that characterized the late twentieth century calls for new ways of thinking and 
writing about politics. Listening to the voices of people who experience political violenceeither as victims or as 
perpetratorsgives new insights into both the sources of violent conflict and the potential for its resolution.Drawing on 
her extensive interviews and conversations with Sikh militants, Cynthia Keppley Mahmood presents their accounts of 
the human rights abuses inflicted on them by the state of India as well as their explanations of the philosophical 
tradition of martyrdom and meaningful death in the Sikh faith. While demonstrating how divergent the world views of 
participants in a conflict can be, Fighting for Faith and Nation gives reason to hope that our essential common 
humanity may provide grounds for a pragmatic resolution of conflicts such as the one in Punjab which has claimed 
tens of thousands of lives in the past fifteen years.

From Library JournalMahmood (Frisian and Free: Study of an Ethnic Minority of the Netherlands, Waveland, 1989) 
undertook this investigation as a study of the anthropology of violence and based her interviews solely on Sikhs living 
in North America, including some in prison. The narratives relate primarily to the relationship of the individual to 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, or the invasion of the holiest Sikh temple by the Indian government in 1984. The last 
portion of the book raises questions about membership in communities and violent attempts to force conformity. 
Mahmood discusses Edward Said, Salmon Rushdie, and Harjot Oberoi (a Sikh whose academic writings have stirred 
much controversy). She is careful to state that the militants within the Sikh community are a minority and raises 
ethical issues for an anthropologist undertaking such research. Highly recommended.?Donald Clay Johnson, Univ. of 
Minnesota Lib., MinneapolisCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Highly recommended."Library 
Journal"Mahmood brilliantly interweaves Sikh militants' narrativestheir aspirations, fears, beliefs, and actionswith an 
understanding of India's Khalistan movement in particular and of contemporary political conflict in general. . . . 
Fighting for Faith and Nation provides the theoretical and methodological tools for understanding the politics of 
violence and militancy and the troubled concepts of nation and freedom. More important, it provides a sensitive and 
responsible approach to difficult and contentious issuesto matters, literally, of life and death."Carolyn Nordstrom, 
University of California, Berkeley"A stunning presentation of narrative ethnography, achieving the remarkable feat of 
forcing the reader to enter into the worldand the world viewof those whom most of us would regard as terrorists. The 
issues this book raises cannot be ignored."Mark Juergensmeyer, University of California, Santa BarbaraFrom the Back 
Cover"The ethnic and religious violence that characterizes the late twentieth century calls for new ways of thinking 
and writing about politics. Listening to the voices of people who experience political violence - either as victims or as 
perpetrators - gives new insights into both the sources of violent conflict and the potential for its resolution."--BOOK 
JACKET. "Going beyond such easy labels as "fundamentalism" and "terrorism, " Mahmood shows how complex and 
multifaceted the human experience of political violence actually is. Drawing on her extensive interviews and 
conversations with Sikh militants, she presents their accounts of the human rights abuses they suffer in India as well as 
their explanations of the philosophical tradition of martyrdom and meaningful death in the Sikh faith. While 
demonstrating how divergent the worldviews of participants in a conflict can be, Fighting for Faith and Nation gives 
reason to hope that our essential common humanity may provide grounds for a pragmatic resolution of conflicts like 
the one in Punjab, which has claimed tens of thousands of lives in the past fifteen years."--BOOK JACKET. 


