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Grace DuMélle: Finding Your Chicago Ancestors: A Beginner's Guide to Family History in the City and Cook
County before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Finding Y our
Chicago Ancestors: A Beginner's Guide to Family History in the City and Cook County:


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1893121259

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. My best genealogy guideBy carolynl have lots of genealogy "how-
to" books, and I'm long past a beginner, but this guide is specific to a city where my ancestors lived, and it is thorough
and very helpful on where to look for traces of family in Chicago. Not only which places have which records, but aso
how to get there and where to park. It's my favorite guide, written by someone who knows the territory. If you do visit
Chicago to check your roots, be sure to consult it for planning, and then take it with you. Invaluable.O of O people
found the following review helpful. A Must-Have for Chicago Geneal ogistsBy Leo Rakowskilf you're a Chicagoan
and are just getting into geneal ogy this book is a great starting point. It's compact (321 pages), very readable and a
thorough guide to info sources. After getting DuMelle's book from the library, | decided | had to have my own copy. |
took a chance and ordered a used book from . The price was great, the book arrived in atimely manner, and in can't-
tell from-new condition.O of O people found the following review helpful. Must have for Chicago research! By Susan
SIf you are working on Chicago family research you need this book! The information it contains is second to none. |
have more than half the book highlighted.

In this easy-to-use reference guide, family historian Grace DuMelle provides the means to trace Chicago connections
like a pro. She shows not just what to research, but how to research. Without wading through preliminaries, readers
choose any of the self-contained chapters that focus on the questions beginners most want answered. Other chapters
cover the nuts and bolts of the mechanics that are the key to making afamily's past come alive, with highlights
summarizing important points. In finding Chicago ancestors, readers will better understand not only their family's
history, but also their involvement in the history of a great American city. Midwest Independent Publishers
Association Book Award - 1st Place - Hobby/How- Tolllinois Woman's Press Association Book Award - 1st Place -
Instructional NonfictionNational Federation of Press Women Book Award - 3rd Place - Instructional NonfictionThe
Chicago Roots of Y our Family TreeFor almost 175 years, a great metropolis on the shores of a freshwater sea has sent
asiren call toimmigrantsinternal and external, giving most Americans some kind of link to the City of Big Shoulders.
Whether your people came west from New England in the early days of settlement, or north from Mississippi in the
Great Migration; whether they sailed from Sweden and Sicily, or flew from Budapest and Prague; whether they settled
here permanently or temporarily, this easy-to-use reference guide will help you document them.Family historian Grace
DuMélle provides the means to trace your Chicago connections like a pro. She shows you not just what to research,
but how to research. Without wading through lots of preliminaries, choose any of the self-contained chapters that
focus on the questions beginners most want answered and jump right in!Where do | startAVhen and where was my
ancestor born2When did my ancestor come to America?What did my ancestor do for aliving?Where did my ancestor
liveAWhere is my ancestor buried?Other chapters cover the nuts and bolts of the mechanics that are the key to making
your family's past come alive, with highlights summarizing important points:Examples of documents such as death
certificates, church registers and U.S. census entries.Chicago-area research facilities: what they have and how to
access it.Researching using newspapers, machines and catal ogs.Sources for specific ethnic research.Sources for long-
distance research.In finding your Chicago ancestors, you will not only better understand your and your family's
history, but also your and your family's involvement in the history of a great American city.

This book issignificantly differentfrom many of the books | have reviewed over the years. Most books that are billed
as aguideto genealogy research in a particular location are simply lists of where records may be located. . . . This
book also containshundreds of suggestions, finer points, and other tips of use that go far beyond smplelists. . . .
Author Grace DuMelle iswell qualified to write a book on Chicago genealogy. . . .An excellent resourcefor anyone
researching in the area. --Eastman's Online Genealogy NewsletterReveal s the wealth of documents available for those
with Chicago ancestors and how to research them. With many black and white illustrations, author DuMelle
coverseverything from birth records to burial spots, including address, ethnic and occupational research, websites,
Chicago-area research facilities, and tips on how to use microfilm and microfiche machines. Though the book is aimed
at the Chicago research beginner,the author promises and delivers some surprises for the more experienced researcher.
Professional geneal ogists who work with clients who have Chicago-area or Cook County, Illinois, roots will find this
book worth the space it takes on their shelves. --Association of Professional Geneal ogists QuarterlyThe tone
isconversationaland the instructions areclear. . . . Anyone beginning Cook County research shouldhave this book at
hand, and it can serve asa touchstone for experienced researchers. --National Genealogical Society QuarterlyAbout the
AuthorGrace DuMelleis afamily historian at the Newberry Library and the owner of Heartland Historical Research,
which offers house histories, oral histories, and aspects of family history such as obituaries and church records.She and
her company have been featured in the Wall Street Journal, the Chicago Tribune, andChicago magazine and on WGN
radio. Her clients include the United States Department of Justice, the Museum of Broadcast Communicationsin
Chicago, and the Niagara Falls Museum in Ontario, Canada. Fascination with true stories from the past began early for
Grace DuMeélle. Asachild, she heard tales of family connections to the Eastland disaster and the assassination of
President McKinley. Several yearsin Washington, D.C. brought her face to face with pivotal placesin the Colonial
and Civil War eras.At what is now Dominican University in River Forest, Illinois, Grace studied Chicago architecture



under Frances Steiner, author of The Steiner Index to Oak Park building references. She also did extensive primary
research in England for an independent study project on Charles Dickens. After graduation Grace became an
advertising copywriter, using her writing and investigation skills.While renovating her husband Walter Podrazikas
family home, Grace hired a specialist to analyze title papers Walter inherited from his grandfather. The conclusion was
that the home dated back to the time of the Chicago Fire. Thiswas verified afew years later by the discovery of an
1872 newspaper in the living room wall.Knowing that other homeowners and institutions would be interested in
learning of their past, Grace launched Heartland Historical Research Service (HHRS) in 1995. Working on house
histories, she used techniques her father had passed along for finding out about former owners. As her geneal ogy
knowledge grew, she began accepting family history projects, including oral historiesdocumenting the stories told by
senior citizens before that knowledge is lost.Heartland's projects have taken Grace to libraries and government offices
across the Chicagoland areato find answers for clients. Some of Heartland's more notable cases involved finding the
original plansfor ahome in Brookfield, lllinois, in a 1924 issue of Better Homes and Gardens, and confirming the
characteristics of Mary Todd Lincoln's Chicago neighborhood. HHRS has been featured in the Chicago Tribune and
the Daily Southtown and on WGN radio. Past clients include the United States Department of Justice, the Museum of
Broadcast Communications in Chicago, the Niagara Falls Museum in Ontario, Canada, and Graystone
Communications in North Hollywood, California (parent company of The History Channel).At the beginning of 2001,
Grace entered into an association with the Newberry Library, one of the country's foremost humanities libraries, in
their Local Family History section. She guides patrons through the many resources there and frequently lectures on the
Newberry's genealogical holdings.Traveling and exploring are Grace's favorite pastimes. She relaxes with P.G.
Wodehouse stories and nature walks.



