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Robert S. Grumet : First Manhattans: A History of the Indians of Greater New York before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised First Manhattans: A History of the Indians of
Greater New Y ork:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Great Unique BookBy Boy from BrooklynExcellent book about
Natice Americans from NY ¢. Great book whose uniqueness is unquestionalbe. Such an gem was available on . The


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0806141638

purchase was flawless and delvery was quick.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CC-
JCurrently reading0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy sparkyRepeats the same thing. Peace
no peace land taking away get it again. Couldn't finishit.

A concise history of the Indians said to have sold Manhattan for $24The Indian sale of Manhattan is one of the world's
most cherished legends. Few people know that the Indians who made the fabled sale were Munsees whose ancestral
homeland lay between the lower Hudson and upper Delaware river valleys. The story of the Munsee people has long
lain unnaticed in broader histories of the Delaware Nation.First Manhattans, a concise and lively distillation of the
author's comprehensive The Munsee Indians, resurrects the lost history of this forgotten people, from their earliest
contacts with Europeans to their final expulsion just before the American Revolution. Anthropologist Robert S.
Grumet rescues from obscurity Mattano, Tackapousha, Mamanuchqua, and other M unsee sachems whose influence on
Dutch and British settlers helped shape the course of early American history in the mid-Atlantic heartland. He looks
past the legendary sale of Manhattan to show for the first time how Munsee leaders forestalled land-hungry colonists
by selling small tracts whose vaguely worded and bounded titles kept courts busyand settlers outfor more than 150
years.Ravaged by disease, war, and a cohol, the Munsees finally emigrated to reservations in Wisconsin, Oklahoma,
and Ontario, where most of their descendants till live today. With the four hundredth anniversary of Hudson's voyage
to theriver that bears his name, this book shows how Indians and settlers struggled, through land deals and other
transactions, to reconcile cultural ideals with political realities. It offers a wide audience access to the most
authoritative treatment of the Munsee experienceone that restores this people to their place in history.

From Publishers WeeklyAs the story goes, canny Dutch traders purchased Manhattan for a pittance and established a
world commercial capital. For the Munsee Indians, however, the 1624 transaction was merely the first of along string
of bad dealsthat ceded ancestral lands, resources, and eventually most of the cultural life of indigenous peoplesin the
greater New Y ork area. Grumet, an anthropol ogist, meticulously reconstructs the creeping progress of European
settlement, offering a definitive account of how the Munsees endured "affronts and abuses and held on to what they
could." It's an admirable historical reconstruction, but rarely alively one. Most of the narrative is based on colonial
records that give little sense of the cultures that were in such fundamental conflict. While "nakedly manipulative deed
deals done at the time were cynically dipped in drink and deceit," little context is conveyed in the author's prose. The
150 years of displacement and disfranchisement has a less dramatic historical context than other episodesin the
history of European settlement of North America, but the Munsees met their fate early, and this account revives a vital
part of New Y ork history that would otherwise be consigned to obscurity. (June)About the AuthorRaobert S. Grumet,
anthropologist and retired National Park Service archeologist, is a Senior Research Associate with the McNeil Center
for Early American Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. His numerous publications include The L enapes and
Historic Contact: Indian People and Colonistsin Today's Northeastern United States in the Sixteenth through
Eighteenth Centuries.



