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Violent movements that opposed the existing political order erupted all over Europe in the course of the 19th century.
Nowhere was revolutionary violence more visible and dramatic than in Russia. There, revolutionaries took the lives of
dozens of people, most, though not all of them, high officials. Accepting the label terrorist as a badge of honor, the
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revolutionaries insisted upon the morality and justice of their cause, and they were fully prepared to sacrifice their own
lives for the sake of it. Unlike most people considered terrorists today, Russian revolutionaries selected their targets
carefully, focusing on those whom they regarded as responsible for the oppressive political and social order and
mourning unanticipated civilian casualties. The goal: the replacement of the current order by one that would genuinely
represent and serve the people.
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