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for Freedom: Stories of the Underground Railroad as Told by Levi Coffin and William Still: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I am an actor and I was doing a play ...By Jolie GarrettI am an actor 
and I was doing a play about Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad. This book helped tremendously!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Stewart CohenGreat narrative0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Hills, holes, rivers and borders to reach freedomBy Jiggin JayAs one who lives in an area 
where much of the Underground Railroad action took place, I found the material to be very interesting. There are 
rough edges however and maybe that was the authors intent but the questions of why to Canada and what happened to 
those who went there, why were Quakers so involved in running the railroad, why was it able to run as freely as it did? 
A relative lived in a farmhouse in PA that had a basement set up as a station for the railroad. This book helped put in 
perspective the purpose of that basement. The book is a great read and introspection into human perseverance and 
determination to live as free people.

Published to coincide with Black History Month and the opening of the new Underground Railroad Museum in 
Cincinnati, Fleeing for Freedom includes selected narratives from the two most important contemporary chroniclers of 
the Underground Railroad, Levi Coffin and William Still. Here are firsthand descriptions of the experiences of escaped 
slaves making their way to freedom in the North and in Canada in the years before the Civil War. George and Willene 
Hendrick have chosen a broad range of stories to reflect the strategies, tactics, heartbreak, and dangersfor both the 
slaves and the "conductors"of the secret network. In their Introduction, they provide basic information about the scope 
and workings of the Underground Railroad and its impact on slaves, slaveholders, and the Northern abolitionist 
societies that were so heavily involved. Fleeing for Freedom offers gripping personal accounts of one of the great 
collaborations between whites and blacks in American history. With 15 black-and-white engravings and line drawings.

From Publishers WeeklyFrom former Univ. of Illinois professor of English George Hendrick and his spouse Willene 
comes this valuable condensation of two classic narratives of the Underground Railroad. The first is by Coffin,a 
Quaker born in the South, who lived and passed along fugitive slaves in Indiana. The second is by Still, a free Black 
who was active in Philadelphias anti-slavery circles for most of his life. Each wrote a vast autobiography, which the 
Hendricks have trimmed down for this volume. The result makes for somewhat choppy reading, but still offers a feast 
for students of the subject. Coffin and Stills works include some of the classic escape narratives, including the stories 
of Henry Box Brown, who had himself shipped as freight, and of the Gateses, who disguised themselves as a young 
master (the light-skinned wife) and her body servant (the darker husband). More important are portraits of average 
fugitives, who came from an incredibly wide demographic spectrum. Throughout the history of the escape network, 
both black and white persons risked their lives in the South and, once the Fugitive Slave Act was passed, in the North 
as well. The Christiana, Pennsylvania, shootout described by Still goes far to explain how much damage that odious 
Act and the slave-catchers it let loose in the North did, and the book as a whole does a nice job of illustrating the 
emerging crisis over slavery in human terms. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. 
All rights reserved.From BooklistCulled from the reminiscences of two abolitionists who worked on the Underground 
Railroad, these stories are firsthand accounts of a number of perilous escapes by slaves and the rescue efforts of a 
handful of committed "station masters." An ingenious system for aiding runaway slaves was devised and refined by 
quiet heroes such as Levi Coffin, a successful Quaker merchant, and William Still, a free black man. Representative of 
the diversity that defined abolitionism, these two did history a great service by diligently chronicling their experiences 
in Coffin's Reminiscences (1876) and Still's Underground Rail Road (1872). By selecting a handful of these narratives 
and placing them into proper historical context, the editors are able to present a contemporary analysis of two valuable 
primary sources. A must for African American history collections, this book provides a compelling glimpse into a 
noble juncture in the American experience. Since publication is timed to coincide with both Black History Month and 
the opening of the new Underground Railroad Museum in Cincinnati, this volume is sure to be in immediate demand. 
Margaret FlanaganCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved A must for African American history 
collections, this book provides a compelling glimpse into a noble juncture in the American experience. (Margaret 
Flanagan Booklist)Their introduction is particularly valuable, offering excellent background for what follows.... This 
well-edited work makes history accessible. (Library Journal)The Hendricks' judicious selection of period accounts 
drawn from classic nineteenth-century texts honors the memory of both the fugitive slaves and their Underground 
Railroad and Vigilance Committee benefactors. Its colorful, yet balanced portrait of Liberty Line heroism should win 
the new book a wide readership. (William L. Van Deburg, author of Modern Black Nationalism and Slavery and Race 
in American Popular Culture)Coffin's and Still's stories underscore slavery's cruelties, document the heroism of the 
slaves' black and white allies, and remind us of the resiliency and determination of the human spirit to be free. (John 
David Smith, author of Black Judas; co-editor of The Dictionary of Afro-American Slavery)This book offeres insight 
on the movement's impact on slaves, slaveholders, and the Northern aboltionist societies that were so heavily involved. 
(Kiley Clapper Grand Forks Herald)The book brings together for the first time...stories from...the two major 



chroniclers of the Underground Railroad. (University Of Illinois News Bureau)The editors...reflect the strategies, 
tactics, heartbreak and dangers for both the slaves and the conductors' of the fabled network. (Vicksburg Post)This 
book is valuable not only for its contents but also for its introduction and its bibliographical notes. (Kliatt)Would that 
we had more books like Fleeing for Freedombringing to life...dangers and rewards of the Liberty Line. (The Dallas 
Morning News)An excellent introduction to the history of the system that helped between 20,000 and 75,000 slaves. 
(Virginia Quarterly )Includes several dramatic accounts. (Don Glynn Niagara Gazette)The Hendricks' introduction 
provides a valuable overview of the UGRR and of the lives of Coffin and Still. (Timothy Crumrin Indiana Magazine 
Of History)Unadorned and straightforward, the tales are impressive in their manner and their message. (Pat Moore 
Kliatt) 


