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VineDeloria Jr.: For ThisLand: Writings on Religion in America before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised For This Land: Writings on Religion in America:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. GreatBy jimOne of Dr. Delorids best !!!
First Published in 1999. Routledgeis an imprint of Taylor Francis, an informa company.

From Publishers Weeklyln The Red Man in the New World Drama, Native American activist, lawyer and religious
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leader Deloriatrenchantly declared, "While America has produced great businessmen and scientists, it has been unable
to produce one great philosopher or theologian." Though controversial, Deloria's writings have challenged continually
the ways that religious thinkers understand the relationship between the practices of American religion native and
imported. From the beginning of the American experiment, Deloria notes, the unique beliefs and rituals of indigenous
American religion have been replaced by the polity and practice of European Christianity. To return to the values of a
distinctly American religion, he asserts, means recognizing that the American land serves as the fountain of human
existence and the standard of religious revelation in this place. Deloria gathersin this collection of essays from 1965 to
1995 his most forthright reflection and writing on American religion, nicely divided into five sections examining such
topics as "The Theological Dimension of the Indian Protest Movement,” "Religion and the Modern American Indian,”
"Sacred Lands and Religious Freedom," and "Is Religion Possible?: An Evaluation of Present Effortsto Revive
Traditional Tribal Religions.” In his afterword to this volume, Deloria declares that the "old mainstream churches have
hardly any relevancy for our time." Although he has sought unity between American Christianity and Native American
religion for many years, he disdains religious expressions by either community that substitute the form of religious
practice for an experience of the substance of the sacred. Finally, throughout these essays Deloria emphasi zes, as he
said in God Is Red, "Religion cannot be kept within the bounds of sermons and scriptures. It isaforce in and of itself
and it calls for the integration of lands and people in harmonious unity.” Delorias forceful and important essays
deserve awide reading. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalDeloria, who is a Sioux,
has been amajor figure in Native American affairs for severa decades and is perhaps best known for his political
activism. He has a so written widely on religion and Native Americans, including such books as God Is Red (North
American, 1993. 2d ed.). Although he received a graduate degree from a L utheran seminary in 1963, he no longer
considers himself a Christian. This anthology contains a selection of hiswritings on religious topics, originally
published between 1965 and 1994, in which Deloria describes a number of issues related to American Indian religion
and interactions with Christianity. It aso provides agood overview of Deloria's religious philosophy and gives some
insight into the evolution of hisreligious views over time. For academic libraries.?Gwen Gregory, New Mexico State
Univ. Lib., Las CrucesCopyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. "[Delorias] insider-outsider position, and his
forceful and knowledgeable advocacy of tribal religion, create a prophetic voice in the current analysis of religionin
the public square."-William A. Durbin, "New Theology ""For This Land, a compilation of 28 essays written during the
thirty years from the 1960s to the 1990s, further displays the depth and breadth of Deloria's command of
eppistemological issues. In this volume, he again brings an insightful perspective, sharp criticism, and wit to the study
of therole that Christian churches... have played in oppressing Native religious beliefs... This volume iswell worth
careful study. It should not only spark useful discussion and debate among researchers, teachers, and students, but also
rpovide guidelines for the work of activists and policymakers. Simply put, anyone concerned with the connections
between religion (or spirituality) and politics at the dawn of the twenty-first century will want to read "For This Land."-
Stephen Greymorning, " Transforming Anthropology "Deloria, because of the depth of his passion, remains one of the
most stirring and articulate voices in Americatoday."-"Salt Lake City Tribune, 5/99 "Though controversial, Deloria's
writings have challenged continually the ways that religious thinkers understand the relationship between the practices
of American religion native and imported...Deloria's forceful and important essays deserve wide reading."-"Publishers
Weekly "Thirty years worth of Deloria's essays on religion and Native American life, thoughtfully edited and
presented.. ..A forceful and clear-sighted anthology."-"Kirkus s, Jan 1, 1999



