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Betty DeRamus: Forbidden Fruit: Love Storiesfrom the Underground Railroad before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Forbidden Fruit: Love Stories from the Underground
Railroad:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. | Loved Reading Forbidden Fruit!By Lorraine P. Dwellel loved
reading all of the storiesin this book. However, the book is very special to me because Chapter, "12 HOUND DOGS


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0743482646

HATERED PEPPER" iswritten about my Father's maternal grandparents. The picture of Lucy E Millard and Issac
Berry in Canada on unnumbered pagel36 is of them. It is very important to me to discover as much as | can about my
ancestry and although this chapter tells very little considering their lifetime, it provided me with the insentive to search
further and resulted in me learning much more. It provided with the curiosity that started me on the path of searching
for information concerning my Mother's ancestry as well.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
connectionsBy PeggyThis was a bitter sweet read. The torture and abuse meted out to the african enslaved in the US
felt almost tangible and so painful. Y et, there was a true sense of "overcoming” or die in the efforts of
overcoming...survival of the fittest.... There were at |east two chaptersthat | connected with through person knowledge;
the incident of the Piney Woods School begun by Professor Jones. As aresident of the District of Columbia and aavid
listener of Radio One, founded by the great-granddaughter [Kathy Woods Hughes] of the school founder, | had bits
and pieces of this period from Ms Hughes while she was an on-air personality during the early days of Radio One. She
presented the then headmaster to the public in her support and fundraising efforts annually.Having been aresident of
DC for more than 50 years, | was familiar with the the role that Benjamin Banneker played in the design of
Washington DC.So | found this book fascinating and so so informatative.O of 0 people found the following review
helpful. has done awonderful job in bringing the stories to lifeBy Theresa Noll This book is an exceptional insight into
the times of slavery in the United States. The book isvivid in the details of the history the people affected by savery.
The author has shared the stories of loves torn apart but also stories of reunification. With the help of the Underground
Railroad supporters, many lives loves were saved. The author, Betty DeRamus, has done awonderful job in bringing
the storiesto life.

Forbidden Fruit is a collection of fascinating, largely untold tales of ordinary men and women who faced mobs,
bloodhounds, bounty hunters, and bullets to be together -- and defy a system that categorized blacks not only as
servants, but as property. Here you'll meet, among other extraordinary characters, afugitive slave from Virginiawho
spends seventeen years searching for hiswife. A Georgia slave couple that sails for England with federal troops
trailing behind. A white woman who falls in love with her deceased husband's slave. A young slave girl whois
delivered to her fianc inside a wooden chest. Acclaimed journalist Betty DeRamus gleaned these anecdotes from
descendants of runaway slave couples, unpublished memoirs, Civil War records, census data, magazines, and dozens
of previously untapped sources. Thisis abook about people pursuing love and achievement in atime of hate and
severely limited opportunities. Though not all of the stories in Forbidden Fruit end in triumph, they all celebrate hope,
passion, courage, and triumph of the human spirit.

From Publishers Weekly"He carried his wife to freedom on his scarred and beaten back - that's really all you need to
know about John Little." But journalist DeRamus reveals more about Little and a dozen or so othersin this uplifting
and sometimes heartbreaking look at love during the U.S.'s davery years. Employing newspaper articles, unpublished
memoirs and reminiscences, ora histories, slave narratives, census data and other sources, not to mention a dramatic,
novelistic narrative voice, DeRamus profiles couples - slave and free, black and white - who risked everything to be
together. Slaves Ellen and William Craft escaped to the North by posing as a master (Ellen, with her "creamy color,”
played awhite man) and his man (William was "the slave who cut up her meat and warmed her flannels"). James
Smith was an escaped slave who spent 17 years traveling from Virginiato Canadain search of his beloved wife, and
Lucy Millard was awhite preacher's daughter who fell in love with Isaac Berry, aslave. "[N]ot all of these true tales
end in triumph," DeRamus warns, but they are al riveting - if sometimestold in overdone prose. DeRamus and her
subjects do the valuable service of reminding readers what it means to be courageous enough to love "in sickness and
in health, [and] in war and peace as well." 1l1lus Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.
All rights reserved.From BooklistDebunking one of the myths used to justify separating families during slavery, de
Ramus offers a collection of stories recording the love and devotion of slave couples, many of whom risked their lives
to stay together. Because families could be divided on the whim or financial woes of masters, real love was aluxury, a
forbidden fruit. Drawing from historical records, unpublished memoirs, newspaper accounts, and stories passed down
through families, de Ramus tells of couples fleeing the South via the Underground Railroad to attain freedom and to
maintain their unity. She recounts the story of ayoung slave girl who travelsinside awooden chest to her beloved,
while a young white woman and an enslaved man travel separately and meet in Canada. Free black men and women
occasionally relinquished their freedom to chance remaining with their loved ones. De Ramus recalls couples, from the
Deep South to the upper reaches of Michigan, facing mobs and bounty huntersin their efforts to stay together, adding
anew perspective to the history of American slavery. Vanessa BushCopyright American Library Association. All
rights reserved "With lucid and poignant prose, Betty DeRamus has tapped a heretofore unknown vein of Black
culture: love stories from the Underground Railroad.” -- Herb Boyd, author of We Shall Overcome and Pound for
Pound"Haunting, often riveting...always triumphant.” -- Essence" This impressive debut collection awes us with its
stories of slave-era couples." -- Kirkus s'The love stories recounted in Forbidden Fruit are more than a century old.



But they till have the power to make listeners' hearts race, break -- or sing." -- The Washington Post



