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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | appreciate this one--answers many of my questions about religious
...By Dr. Dennyl appreciate this one--answers many of my questions about religious writings that we accept but that
seem to clash with other biblical scripturesl of 1 people found the following review helpful. Open Mind Required
HereBy Wandering Pilot in SeattleEhrman is sticking to many of his previous book themes, more or less, that his
considerable education and research has led him to recalibrate and adjust his early Fundamentalist commitment.
Actually, it's more than an adjustment; it's really a profoundly moving personal journey. Recommended! 1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Yep. That's what went on...By C. HintzBart tellsit like it is. Forgery is astrong
word - it meansthat - asawimp - you write a book and then attribute the work to aBIG GUY (sort of like those
phoney viral emails). A lot of the wimps that penned yarns in the Western Bible were unaware that historians and
archaeol ogists would de-bunk their fables. And some of the forgers were not wimps! A (much hated) tax collector
might write abook praising tax collectorsin aless-than-obvious way. A slave owner might pen a passage in praise of
slave owners. You get the idea. And the gullible would go for it (in the same way the gullible of today go for those
DUMB emails).

Bart D. Ehrman, the New Y ork Times bestselling author of Jesus, Interrupted and Gods Problem reveals which books
in the Bibles New Testament were not passed down by Jesuss disciples, but were instead forged by other handsand
why this centuries-hidden scandal is far more significant than many scholars are willing to admit. A controversial
work of historical reporting in the tradition of Elaine Pagels, Marcus Borg, and John Dominic Crossan, Ehrmans
Forged delivers a stunning explication of one of the most substantialyet least discussedproblems confronting the world
of biblical scholarship.

From Publishers WeeklyThe evocative title tellsit all and hints at the tone of sensationalism that pervades this book.
Those familiar with the earlier work of Ehrman, a distinguished professor of religious studies at the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and author of more than 20 books including Misquoting Jesus, will not be surprised at the
content of this one. Written in a manner accessible to nonspecialists, Ehrman argues that many books of the New
Testament are not simply written by people other than the ones to whom they are attributed, but that they are
deliberate forgeries. The word itself connotes scandal and crime, andit appears on nearly every page. Indeed, this book
takes on an idea widely accepted by biblical scholars: that writing in someone el se's name was common practice and
perfectly okay in ancient times. Ehrman argues that it was not even thenconsidered acceptablehence, aforgery. While
many readers may wish for more evidence ofthe charge, Ehrman's introduction to the arguments and debates among
different religious communities during the first few centuries and amongthe early Christians themselves, though not
the book's main point, is especially valuable. (Apr.) (¢) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.From the Back
CoverThe Untold Story of Forgery in the Bibleln Forged, leading Bible authority Bart D. Ehrman exposes one of the
most unsettling ironies of the early Christian tradition: the use of deception to establish the truth. With the scholarly
expertise and provocative claims for which he's known, Ehrman reveals which texts were forged in the name of Jesus's
disciples and considers how the deceptions of an unnamed few have prevailed for centuries. The untold story of
widespread forgery in the ancient world sheds new light on how documents of scandal ous origin became part of the
Bible we have today. About the AuthorBart D. Ehrman is one of the most renowned and controversial Bible scholars
in the world today. He is the James A. Gray Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, and is the author of more than twenty books, including the New Y ork Times bestsellers How
Jesus Became God; Misguoting Jesus; Gods Problem; Jesus, Interrupted; and Forged. He has appeared on Dateline
NBC, The Daily Showwith Jon Stewart, CNN, History, and top NPR programs, as well as been featured in TIME, the
New Y ork Times, The Washington Post, The New Y orker, and other publications. He livesin Durham, North
Carolina. Visit the author online at www.bartdehrman.com.



