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William Bole, Rev. Drew Christiansen S.J., Robert Hennemeyer : Forgiveness in International Politics  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Forgiveness in International 
Politics: 

In this provocative book, the authors argue that the core religious value of forgiveness can play a real, strategic role in 
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the arena of international conflict and diplomacy.

Easy to recommend and worth the efforts of many dedicated people to implement are the informed, thoughtful, and 
practicable ideas in 'Forgiveness in International Politics: An Alternative Road to Peace.'" (Rev. Philip C. Fischer, S.J. 
for Religious 20050701)"This extremely useful book brings together the major conclusions of seven years of 
conferences on forgiveness sponsored by Washington's Woodstock Theological Center held in collaboration with the 
Office of International Justice and Peace of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops...The participants were 
leading figures and decision makers who had worked on the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia, Northern Ireland, and 
South Africa, the principal case studies. The first value of the book, then, is that it summarizes and provides a concise 
record of this excellent dialogue for those of us without the time to read the complete transcripts. The entire book can 
be read in a couple of hours, making it a perfect synthesis for international relations practitioners...From this reader's 
perspective, the author's key insight is that forgiveness is not an isolated personal event, but a social process...this is 
not a simple recipe book to be applied mechanically, but a call to deeper wisdom in international negotiations. My 
secondary emphasis would be on the book's superb treatment of the significance of moral turth and of memory in the 
process." (Eric O. Hanson America Magazine 20041206)"...the thesis of 'Forgiveness in International Politics' is 
hardly known at all, much less accepted. It is that, with the right actors doing the right things, forgivenes and 
reconciliation are a viable formula for conflict resolution without violence...It's no mystery why South Africa is the 
chief real-life example in the Bole-Christiansen-Hennemeyer book. There aren't that many others. Northern Ireland, 
perhaps, which has been creeping toward Protestant-Catholic peace for years but isn't there yet. A handful of other 
places --Rev. Philip C. Fischer, S.J. for Religious 


