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From Richard J Ellis : Founding the American Presidency  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Founding the American Presidency: 

At a time when the institution of the presidency seems in a state of almost permanant crisis, it is particularly important 
to understand what sort of an institution the framers of the Constitution thought they were creating. Founding the 
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American Presidency offers a firsthand view of the minds of the founders by bringing together extensive selections 
from the constitutional convention in Philadelphia as well as representative selections from the subsequent debates 
over ratification. Pointed discussion questions provoke students to consider new perspectives on the presidency. Ideal 
for all courses on the presidency, the book is also important for all citizens who want to understand not only the past 
but the future of the American presidency.

The author has done an excellent job of conveying the fact that there was a real debate over the presidency specifically 
and the Constitution in general in which reasonable arguments could be found on both sides. Few texts accomplish this 
feat. (Andrew Busch, University of Denver)Absolutely first rateRichard Ellis is a superb writer and a thorough and 
original scholar. Founding the American Presidency is well conceived and well executed, perfect for any course on the 
presidency. (Michael Nelson, Rhodes College)About the AuthorRichard J. Ellis is the Mark O. Hatfield Chair in 
Politics at Willamette University. 


