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Carl J. Ekberg : Francois Vall and His World: Upper Louisiana before Lewis and Clark (MISSOURI 
BIOGRAPHY SERIES)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Francois Vall and His World: Upper Louisiana before Lewis and Clark (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. St Genevieve Mo LeaderBy Beverly K HenryCarl Ekberg's book on 
Francois Valle was the perfect resource for my Valle familytree. I had been looking for information on why and how 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0826214185


the Valles came to the US.I discovered that they came to Canada first! Later family members set out for the French 
territory of St. Genevieve,Mo.Mr.. Ekberg's writing style is easy to follow and he explains many of the customs of the 
early settlers. One interesting fact was the connection between Illinois, which was US territory, and the French living 
on Kaskaskia island.I recommend this book to any person researching Missouri history or their own Valle family 
tree.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Chrysalid58Exhaustively researched. 
Authoritative.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy OakTreefantastic

Winner of the Kemper Leila Williams Prize in Louisiana History for excellence in historical scholarship for the year 
2002, awarded by The Historic New Orleans Collection, The Louisiana Historical Association.In Franois Vall and His 
World, Carl Ekberg provides a fascinating biography of Franois Vall (17161783), placing him within the context of 
his place and time. Vall, who was born in Beauport, Canada, immigrated to Upper Louisiana (the Illinois Country) as a 
penniless common laborer sometime during the early 1740s. Engaged in agriculture, lead mining, and the Indian trade, 
he ultimately became the wealthiest and most powerful individual in Upper Louisiana, although he never learned to 
read or write. 

The success of this biography lies in Ekbergs use of the events of his interesting life as windows into Upper Louisiana 
before Lewis and Clark, an apt subtitle. Francois Valle and His World is an outstanding introduction to this world. 
Those who wish to begin learning about the Mississippi Valley before the English-speakers put in an appearance 
would do well to begin with this volume, because it teaches the relevant history clearly and entertainingly.Arkansas 
Historical Quarterly 


