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Carl J. Ekberg : French Roots in the Illinois Country: The Mississippi Frontier in Colonial Times  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised French Roots in the Illinois 
Country: The Mississippi Frontier in Colonial Times: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Overall a useful narrative on the land development of IllinoisBy 
Smiling composterOverall a useful narrative on the land development of Illinois, Missouri, and down to Louisiana. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0252069242


Contrasts are also made with the French settlements developed around the Great Lakes. Unfortunately, the book is 
somewhat repetitive in areas. Particularly when describing French land ownership practices. Explaining the customary 
methods 5 or 6 times over three chapters really is unnecessary. This is a far cry from an historical novel, so if you want 
easy entertaining reading, look elsewhere. However, if you want well sourced dry facts with a good bibliography, this 
is the book for you! Quite informative, if you can keep at it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A well-
written academic history of the French settlement in the US. Midwest.By CustomerThis is very well-written but a bit 
arcane and academic for most readers.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Another gem by Ekberg!By 
PeterWonderfully written study of French colonial life in the Illinois Country. Much like his study on Colonial Ste. 
Genevieve, it is a must-have for students and scholars of the region/era.

Creates a picture of the Illinois country as a single ethnic, economic, and cultural entity. Focusing on the French 
Creole communities along the Mississippi River, this book shows how land use practices intersected with several 
issues between Illinois and New Orleans to the significance of the mentalities of French Creoles and Anglo-Americans.

"A scholar's delight... Ekberg is the first historian to call attention to the unique pattern of French colonial settlement 
in Illinois." -- John Mack Faragher, American Historical "An extraordinarily learned and yet most readable book... A 
revolutionary book ... [that] sheds subtle light on the significant differences between the French and English colonial 
experiences." -- Morris S. Arnold, Louisiana History "This book will remain the definitive study on this subject for a 
long time. It should be required reading for anyone, scholar or layperson, curious about life in the French settlements 
in North America." -- Pierre Lebeau, Journal of Illinois History ADVANCE PRAISE "A great comprehensive 
revisionist work on colonial Illinois, this should become a brisk seller early on and remain in demand for many years 
to come. Quite simply, no respectable library--public, college, or university--should be without this book." -- Robert 
McColley, author of Slavery and Jeffersonian VirginiaFrom the Back CoverWinner of the Kemper and Leila Williams 
Book Prize for the Best Book on Louisiana History, French Roots in the Illinois Country creates an entirely new 
picture of the Illinois country as a single ethnic, economic, and cultural entity. Focusing on the French Creole 
communities along the Mississippi River, Carl J. Ekberg shows how land use practices such as medieval-style open-
field agriculture intersected with economic and social issues ranging from the flour trade between Illinois and New 
Orleans to the significance of the different mentalities of French Creoles and Anglo-Americans. 


