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Jan Assmann : From Akhenaten to Moses: Ancient Egypt and Religious Change  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Akhenaten to Moses: Ancient Egypt and 
Religious Change: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. As a layperson who is not qualified for do a ...By Informed 
consumerAs a layperson who is not qualified for do a peer review of this work, I can say it is one of the most inspiring 
and interesting books I have read recently. It is incisive, presents new ideas and assessments, and opens new horizons 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=977416749X


for understanding a distant past from a scientific point of view.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An 
expert analysisBy Ken BaskinAssmann connects the dots between Egyptian and Israelite religion as expertly as 
anyone. Here he addresses the issue of violence in monotheism clearly and directly. A must-read for anyone who 
wants to understand the troubling ironies of Western monotheism.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
GoodBy Malcolm Thomsonbrillinat study. Good service

The shift from polytheism to monotheism changed the world radically. Akhenaten and Moses-a figure of history and a 
figure of tradition-symbolize this shift in its incipient, revolutionary stages and represent two civilizations that were 
brought into the closest connection as early as the Book of Exodus, where Egypt stands for the old world to be rejected 
and abandoned in order to enter the new one.The seven chapters of this seminal study shed light on the great 
transformation from different angles. Between Egypt in the first chapter and monotheism in the last, five chapters deal 
in various ways with the transition from one to the other, analyzing the Exodus myth, understanding the shift in terms 
of evolution and revolution, confronting Akhenaten and Moses in a new way, discussing Karl Jaspers' theory of the 
Axial Age, and dealing with the eighteenth-century view of the Egyptian mysteries as a cultural model.

"From Akhenaten to Moses: Ancient Egypt and Religious Change is a seminal work of truly impressive scholarship. 
An exceptionally well written, organized, and presented study that is enhanced with the inclusion of eighteen pages of 
Notes and a comprehensive Index, this work is very highly recommended for academic library collections and the 
supplemental studies reading lists for students of Egyptian antiquity."-- er's BookwatchAbout the AuthorJan Assmann 
is a German Egyptologist widely known for his work on the origins of monotheism. Formerly professor of Egyptology 
at the University of Heidelberg, he is now honorary professor of cultural studies at the University of Constance. He is 
the author of Moses the Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism (1998), and The Price of 
Monotheism (2009). 


