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Jacqueline L. Tobin : From Midnight to Dawn: The Last Tracks of the Underground Railroad  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Midnight to Dawn: The 
Last Tracks of the Underground Railroad: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The undergrund railway a path to freedomBy JeanI thought I knew 
about the underground railway, Sojourner Truth helping escaped slaves across the river to freedom. My view was so 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1400079365


unrealistic after reading the book I know now the dangers of the slaves making their run to freedom. Even though 
Sojourner Truth did play an important part in the railway it was much larger and broader than I thought. This book 
helps me to understand the bravery and the stamina of the people who took the chance to make a run for freedom. Also 
those who helped them along the way, and the fairness of the Canadian Government which was all the slaves wanted 
and needed. Even though I'm reading the book electronically I still can see the pictures of the people and leaders in this 
drama. I think this should be a book of required reading because it shows the number of heros both Black and white 
that helped to fight for the black mans freedom.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. SatisfiedBy MilleIt 
was a gift for a friend.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mark JensenA great book for 
anyone who wants to know more about the final stage of the underground railroad.

From Midnight to Dawn presents compelling portraits of the men and women who established the Underground 
Railroad and traveled it to find new lives in Canada. Evoking the turmoil and controversies of the time, Tobin 
illuminates the historic events that forever connected American and Canadian history by giving us the true stories 
behind well-known figures such as Harriet Tubman and John Brown. She also profiles lesser-known but equally heroic 
figures such as Mary Ann Shadd, who became the first black female newspaper editor in North America, and Osborne 
Perry Anderson, the only black survivor of the fighting at Harpers Ferry. An extraordinary examination of a part of 
American history, From Midnight to Dawn will captivate readers with its tales of hope, courage, and a peoples 
determination to live equally under the law.

From Publishers WeeklyPopular and familiar as the escape-to-Canada image is, little attention has been paid to the 
lives of the more than 30,000 blackssome born free, others self-emancipatedwho found refuge there. Tobin's highly 
readable account traces the 19th-century communities in Canada West (today's Ontario), from the first organized black 
settlement led by a group from Cincinnati in 1829 to the "largest and most successful" one, established in 1849. 
Biographical sketches of these " 'trans-border citizens, whose lives entwined with both countries" enhance the local 
history. Among them are well-known fugitives who dropped out of American history as their lives continued in 
Canada (Anthony Burns, William Parker, Henry Bibb) and major figures whose Canadian sojourn is often buried 
(William Wells Brown visited; Harriet Tubman made St. Catharines her home for six years). There's an enlightening 
portrait of Josiah Henson (the model for Stowe's Uncle Tom) as a political activist, a fascinating look at the pioneering 
journalist and early feminist Mary Ann Shadd and an intriguing section on the deep "Canadian connection to Harpers 
Ferry," as John Brown meets with the fugitives in Chatham. Accessible and fluidly written, the book will appeal to 
general readers. (Jan. 16) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.From BooklistIn the mid-nineteenth century, the city of Detroit bore the code name Midnight on the 
Underground Railroad. Its sister city of Windsor, Ontario, was code-named Dawn. Tobin tells the story of the journey 
of slaves from Midnight to Dawn as they traveled to freedom in Canada and established settlements with churches, 
schools, businesses, farms, and factories to sustain themselves. Settlements by black freedmen date from as early as 
the Revolutionary War, when slaves joined the British in return for freedom. Tobin profiles individuals involved in the 
movement across the Detroit River, likened to the biblical Jordan River, from the famed Harriet Tubman to the lesser-
known Mary Ann Shadd, William Parker, and Henry Bibb. She also profiles Nova Scotia, St. Catherines, and other 
Canadian settlements and the social forces that created them, maintained them, and, for some, later led to their demise. 
This is a fascinating look at the shared history of the abolitionist movement and development of freedmen settlements 
between the U.S and Canada. Vanessa BushCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved Illuminating 
and entertaining, From Midnight to Dawn offers a sweeping overview of the history of fugitive slaves in Canada and 
their interactions with the American anti-slavery movement. Chicago TribuneThoroughly researched and very 
readable. Rocky Mountain News"Accessible and fluidly written." Publishers Weekly"A fascinating look at the shared 
history of the abolitionist movement and the development of freedmen settlements between the U.S. and Canada." 
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