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Lawrence H. Schiffman : From Text to Tradition: A History of Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Text to Tradition: A
History of Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. That said | find some parts tiresome where the standard line about
moral judgment is handed ...By TJ ZmSchiffman is the pre-eminant Orthodox historian of ancient Israel. That said |


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0881253723

find some parts tiresome where the standard line about moral judgment is handed down. The "Rabbis’, duly respected
by me, are made to sound like machines to history - repeating the value judgements that we are all taught to make in
cheder (religious elementary) when my instinctstell me the case is more difficult to pronounce. Hellenism is not
explained well. The period of the redaction of Talmud is glanced over. | did enjoy the first part of the book leading up
to the dispersion after the Second Temple. That piece satisfies something in me wanting to know more about the
complexity of Judaism early on when Sadducee and Pharisee lived side by sideO of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy sheldon engervery comprehensive review of atransformative period in Judaism.O of 0
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy DNY CAnswers |ots of questions

From Text to Tradition examines the history of Judaism asit developed from the religion on the biblical Isragl to the
Judaism of the talmudic rabbis. Each step in this processis discussed from the historical, literary and religious points
of view and the context of the political history of the Jews. Among the topics covered in this connection are the
biblical heritage which underlies all later Judaism, the importance of the Persian period for laying the groundwork for
post biblical Judaism, the confrontation of Judaism with Hellenism, apocrypha, pseudepigrapha and the Dead Sea
Scrolls, Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes, the Jewish-Christian schism, the impact of the Jewish revolts against Rome
and the destruction of the Temple, the rise of Rabbinic Judaism, and the development of the Mishnah, Talmud and
Jewish Law. One of the book's major thesesis that the various approaches to Judaism shared sufficient common
ground asto be classified as one, albeit variegated, religious tradition. Diverging trends may be - and are - traced
during this period, asis the question of the role of interpretation, the impact of external influences, and the process by
which the competing approaches were eventually supplanted by the rabbinic tradition, which became the basis for
medieval and modern Judaism. In thisway, Judaism is shown to have traveled the long road from the textual heritage
of the Hebrew Bible to the oral tradition of the rabbis.

From Library Journa Thisis a concise, beautifully organized historical overview of Second Temple Judaism which
demonstrates how the religion of the Talmudic rabbis developed from the religion of biblical Israel. Schiffman (Judaic
studies, NY U) takes a conservative approach in his main thesis by arguing that Rabbinic Judaism was not aradical
break with the religion of ancient Israel, but rather alogical development of that faith. A concomitant view isthat
while this period brought forth several different approaches to the Jewish religion, they all basicaly reflected one, as
opposed to several, Judaisms. This study is an excellent history of a complex period which may be appreciated by
general readers as well as scholars interested in this area of Judaica.- Robert A. Silver, Shaker Heights P.L .,
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