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Shaye Cohen : From the Maccabeesto the Mishnah, Third Edition before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised From the Maccabees to the Mishnah, Third Edition:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very helpful history of the period that set the ...By J. L. BurchA
very helpful history of the period that set the stage for Christianity as well as rabbinic Judaism. Essential reading for
any student of the New Testament. Yes, | know it's about Jewish history during that time. That's the point. The
Christians were Jews. And the Jews back then had alot of Greek and Persian in them, too. Gives arefreshing new
perspective to us Bible-toting christians.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Like an enjoyable college


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0664239048

courseBy Laura Knight-JadczykThisis agreat overview of the milieu of the Jews from about 200 BC through 200
AD. Cohenisclear and sticks to the facts as far as they are known/knowable. It's written for a wide audience and |
think that anyone interested in the Bible, Palestinian history, Jewish history, etc, would enjoy this broad introduction.
It's like afreshman college course and you will enjoy it!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great
primary text.By David Jolleyl got this for an Early Judaism class this semester. Really interesting, comprehensive and
easy to understand. It istold historically, rather than theologically. Great book.

Thisisthe third edition of Shaye J. D. Cohens important and seminal work on the history and development of Judaism
between 164 BCE to 300 CE. Cohens synthesis of religion, literature, and history offers deep insight into the nature of
Judaism at this key period, including the relationship between Jews and Gentiles, the function of Jewish religion in the
larger community, and the development of normative Judaism and other Jewish sects. Cohen offers students more than
just history, but an understanding of the social and cultural context of Judaism asit developed into the formative
period of rabbinic Judaism. This new edition includes a brand-new chapter on the parting of ways between Jews and
Christiansin the second century CE. From the Maccabees to the Mishnah remains the clearest introduction to the era
that shaped Judaism and provided the context for early Christianity.

"Theterm 'classic' istoo often abused and overused, but in the case of Shaye J. D. Cohen's From the Maccabees to the
Mishnah the term is perfectly appropriate. How many books published in the 1980s are still useful today, let alone
continue to remain required reading? It is a cause for celebration that this book is now available to a new generation of
readers." Richard Kalmin, Theodore R. Racoosin Professor of Rabbinic Literature and Culture, Jewish Theological
Seminary" Cohen's 1987 volume was widely acknowledged to be a superb overview of Jewish life in the pivotal era
from 200 BCE to 200 CE. This extensively updated and expanded third edition is supplemented by a masterful
presentation of a crucial issue that has been debated during the past few decades, namely, Judaism and Christianity's
parting of ways in antiquity. The present volume guarantees that Cohen's work will remain indispensable for many
yearsto come." Lee Levine, Professor Emeritus of Jewish History and Archaeology, Hebrew University of

Jerusalem” From the Maccabees to the Mishnah continues to be the essential introduction to ancient Judaism. Its
crystalline clarity, absolute command ofand respect forthe facts, and sustained intelligence make it an accessible and
important read for everyone from interested lay-people, to undergraduates, to professional scholars. The new chapter,
on the separation of Christianity from Judaism, isthe most sensible treatment of this controversial topic

available." Seth Schwartz, Lucius N. Littauer Professor of Classical Jewish Civilization in the Departments of History
and Classics, Columbia UniversityAbout the AuthorShaye J. D. Cohen is the Nathan Littauer Professor of Hebrew
Literature and Philosophy in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University. One
of the foremost experts on Jewish history and culture, he is the author of several books, including The Beginnings of
Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties and Why Arent Jewish Women Circumcised? Gender and Covenant
in Judaism.



