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John Dunmore: From Venusto Antarctica: Thelife of Dumont d'Urville before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Venusto Antarctica: The life of Dumont d'Urville:

Jules-Sebastien-Cesar Dumont D'Urville (1790-1842) undertook three global voyages of exploration and is the
navigator who made the single greatest contribution to perfecting the map of the Pacific in the nineteenth century.
Learned and energetic, he explored the Pacific from Guam to Antarctica, and from New Guineato Chile, collecting a
vast number of natural history specimens and recording extensive hydrographic information. His achievements
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brought him national recognition in the form of the Legion of Honour, while his scientific contributions earned him
the gold medal of the Societe de Geographie. Y et despite his intelligence and expertise, D'Urville was not an easy or
likeable man. A classic workahalic, he often seemed cold and al oof, yet he earned the respect of his men through his
humane and fair leadership. Always sympathetic to the island people he met, he even wrote a novel about the New
Zedland Maori. His detailed account of hisfinal voyage, eagerly awaited by the public, had to be completed by others
when he, hiswife and son were tragically killed in arailway accident in 1842.
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