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Mary Elizabeth Perry : Gender and Disorder in Early Modern Seville  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gender and Disorder in Early Modern Seville: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I used this book as a reference for my thesis ...By Karen P. RhodesI 
used this book as a reference for my thesis on marriage in St. Augustine, Florida, during the second Spanish colonial 
period, 1784-1821. This and several other books served as background for my examination of the application in St. 
Augustine of the Royal Pragmatic on Marriage (real pragmtica de casamientos). Though this book specifically 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=069100854X


examines Seville in the sixteenth century, for me it brought out concepts and attitudes that informed the creation and 
application of the marriage law I am studying. Mary Elizabeth Perry has made a deep inquiry into the status of woman 
in Seville at that time, covering all levels of social status. It is well-documented, with an extensive bibliography.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Mason OliverGreat4 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Excellent portrait of women in historyBy A CustomerThis is a great study of the roles of women in early 
modern Spain. Normally, books of this nature focus on women of the nobility or elite classes. However, Perry takes an 
indepth look at such women as prostitutes and healers. The author also incorporates many personal stories 
reconstructed from a variety of sources such as court records or Inquisitional records. This is definitely a book for all 
with the care the author has taken in presenting a "readable" account.

In this exploration of crisis in Counter-Reformation Spain, Mary Elizabeth Perry reveals the significance of gender for 
social order by portraying the lives of women who lived on the margins of respectability--prostitutes, healers, 
visionaries, and other deviants who provoked the concern of a growing central government linked closely to the 
church. Focusing on Seville, the commercial capital of Habsburg Spain, Perry uses rich archival sources to document 
the economic and spiritual activity of women, and efforts made by civil and church authorities to control this activity, 
during a period of local economic change and religious turmoil. In analyzing such sources as art and literature from the 
period, women's writings, Inquisition records, and laws and regulations, Perry finds that social definitions of what it 
meant to be a woman or a man persisted due to their sanctification by religious ideas and their adaptation into political 
order. She describes the tension between gender ideals and actual conditions in women's lives, and shows how some 
women subverted the gender order by using a surprisingly wide variety of intellectual and physical strategies.

Winner of the 1991 Sierra Prize, Western Association of Women HistoriansFrom the Back CoverIn this exploration of 
crisis in Counter-Reformation Spain, Mary Elizabeth Perry reveals the significance of gender for social order by 
portraying the lives of women who lived on the margins of respectability--prostitutes, healers, visionaries, and other 
deviants who provoked the concern of a growing central government linked closely to the church. Focusing on Seville, 
the commercial capital of Habsburg Spain, Perry uses rich archival sources to document the economic and spiritual 
activity of women, and efforts made by civil and church authorities to control this activity, during a period of local 
economic change and religious turmoil. In analyzing such sources as art and literature from the period, women's 
writings, Inquisition records, and laws and regulations, Perry finds that social definitions of what it meant to be a 
woman or man persisted due to their sanctification by religious ideas and their adaption into political order. She 
describes the tension between gender ideals and actual conditions in women's lives, and shows how some women 
subverted the gender order by using a surprisingly wide variety of intellectual and physical strategies. 


