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Charles Captain Johnson : General History of the Robberies Murders of the Most Notorious Pirates  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised General History of the 
Robberies Murders of the Most Notorious Pirates: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and invigoratingBy Earnest SludgeMy copy was the 
Carroll Graf edition.It was interesting to see how the pirates differed in their treatment of prisoners. Some of them 
were very cruel. It was also interesting to learn of the common practice of hanging the corpses of the executed pirates 
up in chains for public views for years after - it was also called being "sun dried".This edition had a number of typos, 
not real bad, but enough. Compounding the problem is Defoe puts a comma or semi-colon after every four or five 
words.Some Defoe's writing seemed like a hurried knock-off from newspaper accounts in some parts. Other parts 
seem so hurried that it's impossible to follow. The referents are hopelessly confused, you can't tell who did what. Add 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1599219050


to that the convoluted way upper class people were beginning to express themselves, and the author just general 
assumes an archaic mentality and you could be scratching your head for days. This could be dealt with by annotating. 
Fortunately these incomprehensible passages are relatively few.Obviously an indispensable classic for the pirate fan.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is fantasticBy LarryThis book was orginally published in 
the year of Our Lord, 1726. It is from THIS BOOK that almost all pyrate information is gleaned from. How its written, 
"Captain Johnson" was there, in person with most of the pirates as they did their dasterdedly deeds. Like (And I quote) 
"Captain Blackbeard, him also known as Edward Teach or Thatch would spend all night fornicating with his 16 year 
old wife. Then in the morning before sailing his top officers- some 6 of them- would fornicate with his wife before 
sailing". Shocking that such details would be given in a book published at this time.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Great historic readBy JakeIf you can get past the old tyme speak and phrases in this book, its a 
fantastic account of piracy and legendary buccaneers as seen from a true first hand account. Its a reprint of an original 
book published in the early 1700s. I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book as any history buff truly would.

Originally published in 1724and now with an introduction and commentary by David Cordingly, best-selling author of 
the pirate classic Under the Black Flagthis famous account of the most notorious pirates of the day was an immediate 
success. Written by the mysterious Captain Johnson, it appeared in the book world at a time since described as the 
Golden Age of Piracy and vividly captures the realities of the savage seafaring existencedetailing specific events, 
including trials, of the day's most feared pirates. Indeed, this book has become the main source for scholars seeking to 
learn more about the female pirates Mary Read and Anne Bonny, and was largely responsible for the posthumous 
fame of Blackbeard and Captain Kidd. In the 270 years since its first publication, it has come to be generally regarded 
as the classic study of one of the most popular subjects in maritime history.

.com "I presume we need make no Apology for giving the Name of a History to the following Sheets, though they 
contain nothing but the Actions of a Parcel of Robbers." A "Parcel of Robbers" they may be, but pirates have long held 
a special place in our imaginations. The iconography of piracy--peg legs, eye patches, pieces of eight, squawking 
parrots, the Jolly Roger--was first codified in A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the Most Notorious 
Pirates. This collection of brief biographies reads like a Who's Who? of piracy, with entries on Captains Kidd, 
Rackam, and Roberts, women-in-disguise pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read, and the infamous Edward Teach, a.k.a. 
Blackbeard, "that couragious Brute, who might have pass'd in the World for a Heroe, had he been employ'd in a good 
Cause." First published in 1724, A General History is the book that launched a thousand pirate stories--inspiring 
Robert Louis Stevenson's Long John Silver, J.M. Barrie's Captain Hook, and Rafael Sabatini's Captain Blood. Though 
it had been attributed to a shadowy character named Captain Charles Johnson since its date of publication, the book 
has now been convincingly (though not incontrovertibly) attributed to Daniel Defoe. The 18th-century text, 
reproduced here complete with the awkward sentence construction, capitalization of nouns proper and common, and 
frequent italicizing typical of its era, sometimes makes for rather difficult reading, but Defoe's prose still manages to 
sparkle. With a new introduction by Richard West, author of Daniel Defoe: The Life and Strange, Surprising 
Adventures, A General History is a must-read for armchair swashbucklers. --C.B. DelaneyFrom Library 
JournalDespite varying titles, these are essentially the same book. Published in 1724, Defoe's chronicle of the scourges 
of the sea was a smashing success, finding a wide audience eager for tales of those cutthroat sailors who flew the skull 
and crossbones. The Dover edition is more scholarly, including several essays on Defoe, indexes (ships, names, and 
places), photos, and a postscript. If you don't need any of that, save a couple of bucks and go with the Carroll Graf 
edition. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From the Back CoverOriginally published in 1724and now 
with an introduction and commentary by David Cordingly, best-selling author of the pirate classic Under the Black 
Flagthis famous account of the most notorious pirates of the day was an immediate success. Written by the mysterious 
Captain Charles Johnson, it appeared in the book world at a time since described as the Golden Age of Piracy.With his 
dramatic writing style, which vividly captures the realities of their savage existence, the author documents specific 
events, including trials, in the lives of a number of the most feared pirates. Highly detailed, these accounts ensure that 
the pirates were accurately depicted in all their gruesome glory. 


