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Dorothy Spruill Redford : Generations of Somerset Place: From Slavery to Freedom (Images of America) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Generations of 
Somerset Place: From Slavery to Freedom (Images of America): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Spruill/Spruell AncestryBy Rev TheresaThis book helps to bring 
insights about my family roots on my Dad's family side. Very interesting, the spelling has changed from ill to ell in 
some cases because census takers made mistakes. My Dad's brothers names were spelledSpruill and the census takers 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738518034


made the mistake of spelling his Spruell. When he went into the military in 1941,they would not allow him to change 
it, even though the correct spelling was on his birth certificate.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy CustomerAwesome historical lesson about the generational journey from the plantation. A must read for 
Spruill descendants0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not what I thoughtBy DonnaBI was hoping for 
more history. Author mentioned Native American connection to the Free people of color yet she never elaborated. The 
book is more of a picture book not a authentic reference book on genealogy.

When the institution of slavery ended in 1865, Somerset Place was the third largest plantation in North Carolina. 
Located in the rural northeastern part of the state, Somerset was cumulatively home to more than 800 enslaved blacks 
and four generations of a planter family. During the 80 years that Somerset was an active plantation, hundreds of acres 
were farmed for rice, corn, oats, wheat, peas, beans, and flax. Today, Somerset Place is preserved as a state historic 
site offering a realistic view of what it was like for the slaves and freemen who once lived and worked on the 
plantation, once one of the Upper Souths most prosperous enterprises.

About the AuthorThrough an eclectic assortment of vintage images, Generations of Somerset Place: From Slavery to 
Freedom presents the faces and stories of former slaves, slaveholders, and their descendants. Author Dorothy Spruill 
Redford is a descendant of Somerset Place slaves and is the director of Somerset Place State Historic Site. She is also 
the author of Somerset Homecoming: Recovering a Lost Heritage. 


