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John H Sailhamer : Genesis Unbound: A Provocative New Look at the Creation Account  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Genesis Unbound: A Provocative New Look 
at the Creation Account: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great ideas. Needs more support.By Jeremy Myers - Writing at 
RedeemingGodOverall, I really liked the general approach that Sailhamer took in this book, but I think it had serious 
exegetical flaws. His case could have been greatly strengthened if he had backed up his ideas with further footnotes 
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from other sources.For example, when he says that no serious scholars think that Moses was writing a polemic against 
the mythical creation accounts of his day (p. 88), he cites one scholarly work from 1989. In my own studies, I have 
encountered dozens of leading world class scholars who have written more recently on the subject who disagree 
(Gordon Johnston, for example).Also, though I was intrigued by his idea that the "land" of Genesis 1 was primarily the 
"Promised Land," I was not fully convinced, and did not see how this ended up making sense of Genesis 1. I do think 
there are word plays on "the land" in Genesis 1 and the Promised Land in the rest of the Pentateuch, but I don't think 
we can say that "the land" of Genesis 1 IS the Promised Land.There were other similar concerns with the book. All in 
all, Sailhamer has some great ideas, but in my opinion, they needed further refinement and support.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Highly recommend this bookBy Dennis Y. OkadaThe most accurate interpretation of 
Genesis 1 and 2. Highly recommend this book!!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
MountainravenOur Pastor highly recommend this book and I can see why.

DO I REALLY HAVE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN RELIGION AND SCIENCE? In this ground-breaking work, Old 
Testament scholar John Sailhamer shines new light on the opening chapters of the Bible, revealing how centuries-old 
misunderstandings have continued to shape popular biblical interpretation as well as greatly contributing to 
unnecessary conflicts between the Bible and science. Pointing to answers found in the first two chapters of Genesis, 
Sailhamer presents a credible, scripturally supported, and much-needed explanation that opens the door to 
reconciliation of biblical and scientific world views. No matter what your position or background, you will be 
challenged to test your understanding of the Bible s critical opening sentences and reexamine your beliefs about the 
creation of the world through Genesis Unbound.
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recently, he has taught Old Testament and Hebrew at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, 
North Carolina, and then at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, Southern California campus in Brea. He is the 
author of over a dozen books, the last being the Meaning of the Pentateuch. 


