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Frank E. Grizzard Jr. : George Washington: A Biographical Companion  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised George Washington: A Biographical Companion: 

2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Much-Needed, Invaluable Research Tool on George 
WashingtonBy Gerald E. KahlerFrank Grizzard, associate editor of the Washington Papers, has written an invaluable 
research tool and a much-needed, single source of reliable information on the life and times of George Washington. 
The book contains about 200 informative essays on a variety of diverse topics related to Washington. Each essay is 
interesting, concisely written, and is chock full of information on the subject. In addition to being an outstanding 
reference book, it is also a great "read," and the browser will come away with a new appreciation for the character and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1576070824


achievements of the Father of Our Country. Highly recommend.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
Presents a careful assessment of facts and historyBy Midwest Book ReviewPainstakingly compiled by Frank E. 
Grizzard, Jr. (Senior Associate Editor at the Papers of George Washington Editorial Project at the University of 
Virginia) George Washington: A Biographical Companion is a seminal and comprehensive reference. Written as a 
detailed supplement to straightforward biographies of America's first President, this impressive compendium contains 
numerous entries arranged in alphabetical order of the people places, and things that were important in Washington's 
life and times. Each entry presents a careful assessment of facts and history, and how they related to George 
Washington himself. George Washington: A Biographical Companion is first-rate, strongly recommended supplement 
to academic and community library American History reference collections.3 of 5 people found the following review 
helpful. Superbly assembled and thoroughly presentedBy A CustomerFrank E Grizzard Jr, the senior associate editor 
of the "Papers of George Washington" at the University of Virginia, covers all aspects of the great Virginian's life in 
this superb book. Based for the most part on primary sources which are easily assessable at the end of each entry, the 
book has complete cross references and alphabetical table of contents. More than 200 entries are topped off at the end 
with 29 selected writings from Washington's papers that are arranged chronologically.Here is a historian in complete 
command of primary sources and the literature of the period; indeed, the reader is in the hands of a master who knows 
his craft and his subject. If you have ANY interest in George Washington, this book is a must for your library.

This encyclopedia offers an AZ retrospective of George Washington's life, career, and historical significance, based in 
large part on Washington's own words and those of his contemporaries. Includes people who played a seminal role in 
Washington's life: Martha Dandridge Custis Washington, John Hancock, Robert Dinwiddie, James Rumsey, and 
others Explores Washington's many business interests: distillery, fisheries, Great Kanawha tracts, Mount Vernon, 
surveying

From Library JournalIn approximately 200 articles ranging from one paragraph to several pages and covering 
everything from John Adams to the Whiskey Rebellion, Grizzard (political science, Middle Tennessee State Univ.) 
gives us anyone, anyplace, or anything at all relevant to George Washington. Each of the alphabetically arranged 
entries includes the topic or name, the date, the significance to Washington, cross references to related entries in the 
book, and a short bibliography; sometimes, extensive background information is given that thoroughly explains the 
topic's place in Washington's life. Grizzard ranges widely, offering entries that include a four-page article on the 
Marquis de Lafayette, one of Washington's trusted friends; a three-page article on Charles Lee, who was court-
martialed under Washington; and treatments of Mt. Vernon and the Natural Bridge in Virginia, which Washington is 
believed to have referenced in several letters. Selected writings, a chronology, and lists of family members, the 
military officers with whom he served, and the executive officers during his presidency round out the text. More than a 
companion for those reading about Washington's life, this work is also an interesting and sometimes detailed reference 
work on Colonial and Revolutionary America. Recommended for all academic and most public libraries. Grant A. 
Fredericksen, Prairie Dist. P.L., Metamora, ILCopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.From BooklistNew 
titles in the ABC-CLIO Biographical Companions series, these volumes offers the user a wealth of information on two 
U.S. presidents, one an icon and the other relatively unknown and underappreciated."The first encyclopedic work 
devoted exclusively to Washington" surveys Washington's personal life, family, business dealings, and correspondents 
as well as his roles as military leader and president. Most of the alphabetically arranged entries cover three categories 
of information: people (Jefferson, Thomas; Lafayette; Washington, Mary Ball ); events (Boston, siege of; Whiskey 
Rebellion; Yorktown, battle of ); and interests (Balloons; James River Company; Last will and testament ). Many 
entries are three or four pages long, allowing fairly detailed treatment. All conclude with cross-references and 
suggestions for further reading that are primary materials. Following the A-Z entries are selections from Washington's 
writings; a chronology; lists of family connections, "military family members," and principal executive officers during 
Washington's presidency; and a bibliography.The Polk volume is similarly arranged. Following A-Z entries covering 
people, events, and concepts important to understanding Polk's life and times, there are selected primary documents, a 
chronology, a bibliography, and an index. The researcher can better comprehend Polk's personality, political acumen, 
and accomplishments after reading entries such as Assassination threats; Boyhood and early edu cation; Cuba; 
Dueling; Friends; Health; Polk, Sarah Childress; Smithsonian Institution; and Wilmot Proviso as well as those 
describing significant historical figures of the times. Each entry is followed by see also references and a bibliography 
of primary and secondary sources.Younger researchers might have benefited from annotations of both the primary 
documents and the general bibliographies in the two volumes. Black-and-white illustrations and color portraits on the 
front covers further enhance the works, which should prove helpful to anyone interested in these presidents or the 
periods during which they lived and served. Recommended for high-school, public, and academic libraries. 
RBBCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "[A] well-written and highly accessible reference 
tool." - American Reference Books Annual"[I]n the only encyclopedic works devoted to these presidents entries for 
people, events, and concepts are presented in an accessible AZ format. Authoritative. . .these attractive volumes would 



work for students at the high-school level and up." [Combined review of Andrew Johnson and James Polk in the 
Biographical Companions series] - Booklist 


