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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating little book, full of interesting informationBy David W. 
NicholasThis is a small book that includes a lot of fascinating information. Don Higginbotham is a historian who's 
studied George Washington carefully, and he wrote and delivered three papers on Washington's influence on the 
American military, as lectures at Mercer University. This book includes those three lectures, reworked and lengthened, 
along with a fourth chapter he wrote for this book, contrasting and comparing George C. Marshall, the US Chief of 
Staff in World War II and later Secretary of State and author of the Marshall Plan, with Washington.The author's main 
premise can be succinctly stated. Washington was a fine model for the American army to follow and build on, because 
of his character and sense of duty. He deliberately restrained himself and others from abusing his power as commander 
in chief during the Revolution, and that example served as the framework for the behavior of generals in the years 
since. Washington was working without benefit of examples, in many ways: no one had ever dealt with a government 
like the Continental Congress before, because there hadn't been a government like it in the past. So Washington 
essentially was making it up as he went along, and the result was exemplary, and has done us proud in the years 
since.This is an excellent little book, and I would recommend it to anyone interested in Washington or the American 
military.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. George Washington and American Military TraditionBy 
Paul G. GillespieWhether you are interested in George Washington specifically, or military history generally, this 
book is a must read. Higginbotham, a well-respected University of North Carolina history professor has done a 
magnificent job of explaining the unique relations between civilian and military interests that are so crucial in our form 
of government. In the process, you are sure to gain a renewed appreciation for George Washington, the military leader 
whose character and forebearance created a solid foundation for American military tradition.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy JosephJacobsGreat Item.

In George Washington and the American Military Tradition, Don Higginbotham investigates the interplay of 
militiaman and professional soldier, of soldier and legislator, that shaped George Washingtons military career and 
ultimately fostered the victory that brought independence to our nation. Higginbotham then explores the legacy of 
Washingtons success, revealing that the crucial blending of civil and military concerns characteristic of the Revolution 
has been variously regarded and only seldom repeated by later generations of American soldiers.Washingtons training, 
between 1753 and 1755, included frontier command in the Virginia militia, adjunct service to the British regulars 
during the French and Indian War, and increasing civil service in the Virginia House of Burgesses and Continental 
Congress. The result of this combination of pursuits was Washingtons concern for the citizen behind the soldier, his 
appreciation of both frontier tactics and professional discipline, and his sensitivity to political conflict and consensus 
in thirteen colonies in forming a new, united nation. When, in 1775, Washington accepted command of the 
Continental Army from the Continental Congress, he possessed political and military experience that enabled him, by 
1783, to translate the Declaration of Independence into victory over the British.Yet, Higginbotham notes, the legacy of 
Washingtons success has sometimes been overlooked by generals concerned with professional training and a 
permanent military establishment, and therefore apt to revere foreign heros such as Jomini, Napoleon, and Bismarck 
more than Washington. Other leaders, most notably the World War II chief of staff, George Marshall, have recognized 
and implemented Washingtons unique understanding of civil and military coordination. In times almost wholly 
dominated by a military agenda, Washingtons and Marshalls steady subordination of soldier to citizen, of strategy to 
legislation, recalls the careful consensus of thirteen colonies in 1776.

From Library JournalIn this adaptation of a lecture series, Higginbotham strives to put Washington's military career 
within a strictly Southern martial framework and find in it the roots of the nation's lasting military tradition. He 
eventually concludes that Washington's subordination of military to civilian leadership and his sensitivity to America's 
social values brilliantly culminated in the career of General George C. Marshall. The book is fluent and a joy to read, 
although it contains little that will be new to professional historians. It will be useful to students and enjoyed by 
interested lay readers. Raymond L. Puffer, U.S. Air Force History Prog., Los AngelesCopyright 1985 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. Washington as the hot-blooded, impetuous militia officer is quite different from Washington the 
Virginia burgess. Yet both roles offered opportunities for leadership training that were essential in Washingtons 
preparation for supreme command. . . . There are few books like this; Higginbothams study represents an 
amalgamation of prior views of Washington within the framework of a unique American military tradition. 
(Choice)Historians and all those concerned with American traditions will find this book informative, provocative, and 
highly satisfying. (Journal of American History)About the AuthorDon Higginbotham is a professor of history at the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He is the author of "Daniel Morgan: Revolutionary Rifleman" and "The 
War of American Independence," and the coauthor of "The Atlas of the Revolution." He has edited "The Papers of 
James Irdell" and "Reconsiderations on the Revolutionary War." 


