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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. concerning atopic that | like. But the writing style lacks any styleBy
RedThe overall material isvery interesting, concerning atopic that | like. But the writing style lacks any style. It is
very nuts and bolts, and therefore, it israther dry reading. There are also some typos and/or unexpected jumping
around regarding a couple of dates that really made of few spots confusing. If you don't mind the flaws, it is about an
area of Washington's greatness that is finally getting recognition.O of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Fascinating...By Bob Wilsonl always admired Washington, but now | admire him even more. This book was filled
with fascinating information. Washington was a brilliant strategist. I'm very glad | read this book.The only reason |
didn't give this book 5 stars, was the writing style was kind of like atext book - just presenting facts. A more engaging
writing style would have helped.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A good readBy K. L.
BauerSomewhat dry at times, but well researched, excellent original source materials, a good read for those interested
in how George Washington won against the superior might of the British army and navy. | have arelative who was a
spy for Washington in Virginia (latter part of the Revolutionary War), which iswhy | wanted to read this book.

George Washington was Americas first spymaster, and his skill as a spymaster won the war for independence.George
Washingtons Secret Spy War is the untold story of how George Washington took a disorderly, ill-equipped rabble and
defeated the best trained and best equipped army of its day in the Revolutionary War. Author John A. Nagy has
become the nations leading expert on the subject, discovering hundreds of spies who went behind enemy linesto
gather intelligence during the American Revolution, many of whom are completely unknown to most historians. Using
George Washingtons diary as the primary source, Nagy tells the story of Washingtons experiences during the French
and Indian War and hisfirst stepsin the field of espionage. Despite what many believe, Washington did not cometo
the American Revolution completely unskilled in this area of warfare. Espionage was a skill he honed during the
French and Indian war and upon which he heavily depended during the Revolutionary War. He used espionage to level
the playing field and then exploited it on to final victory. Filled with thrilling and never-before-told stories from the
battlefield and behind enemy lines, thisisthe story of how Washington out-spied the British. For the first time, readers
will discover how espionage played amajor part in the American Revolution and why Washington was a master at
orchestrating it.

"One intriguing, little-known facet of the first general of the Continental Army: his wholehearted embrace of the art of
deception against the British. A cryptology specialist of the Colonial period, Nagy, who died this year, found that the
Founding Father famed for hisinability to tell alie actually embarked on wartime espionage 'with childlike glee." . . .
A knowledgeable study of Washington's extensive 'bag of tricks' to secure victory." Kirkus s'Nagys fast-paced
chronicle reveals alittle-known side of Americas Revolutionary War hero." Publishers Weekly"John A. Nagy, fellow
historian and revolutionary War scholar extraordinaire! David McCullough, New Y ork Times bestselling author of
The Wright BrothersJohn A. Nagy knows more about American Revolutionary War espionage than anyonein history.
Brad Meltzer, New Y ork Times bestselling author”John A. Nagy, the premier historian of espionage in the Revolution,
has written his masterpiece. Readers will be dazzled by the revelations, which range from the siege of Boston, where
spies operated as fishermen with a permit from a British admiral as cover, to Y orktown's "Deception Battle Plan." Best
of al welearn how and where young Washington learned the art and science of the deadly game. A must for
everyone's library." Thomas Fleming, author of The Great Divide: The Conflict Between Washington and Jefferson
that Defined a NationBased on deep archival research and an unrivalled knowledge of spy networksin the American
Revolution, John Nagy has uncovered a neglected dimension of the leadership of George Washington as a master of
deception and the creator of a highly effective espionage system against the British. Nagy makes the case that he did
not have as many spies as his opponents but that his success was due to his abilities to select and interpret evidence.
Thisisan important work both for specialists and lay readers.” Andrew O'Shaughnessy, author of The Men Who Lost
America, and Professor of History, University of VirginiaAbout the AuthorJOHN A. NAGY was a Scholar-in-
Residence at Saint Francis University and a consultant on espionage to The Fred W. Smith National Library for the
Study of George Washington and the William L. Clement Library. He was the program director for the American
Revolution Round Table of Philadel phia and was awarded a Robert H. Smith International Center for Jefferson
Studies fellowship to study Thomas Jefferson and cryptology. John was an award-winning author of four books on the
American Revolution. He passed away in 2016 after completing this book.



