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thanks to Hamilton that | have become so interested in early American history. Ive aways had abit in of an interest in
British history but have always felt that | skipped over the early start of America. After listening and falling in love
with Hamilton, | wanted to find out more. My one complaint about Hamilton isthat it didnt give me enough
information on George Washington, while at the same time making me want to know more. Thats where Tuckers book
comesin. Thisisnot the first book of Tuckersthat Ive read, but after reading his other ones, | knew that it was a good
place to find out more about Washington and | was right.There are lots of stories out there about Washingtons life and
career, some of which Im sure to read, but this one was more about one of his most decisive battles, The Battle of
Trenton. This book went into extensive detail about the battle. It was especialy good for someone like me who has
zero knowledge about the subject. Tucker is meticulous with his details and that is something that | really enjoy about
hiswriting.l have to say thisfor Tucker. He is very passionate about hiswriting and his studies of American history.
That is something that comes across in his writing and made the whol e reading experience more enjoyable. As much
as| want to learn about the history of our country, it can be dense and alittle boring. So it makes me glad that Tuckers
books are here to make the learning process more enjoyable.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. To help
back up his book Philip has included an exhaustive reference list for anyone who would like to verify the historical
information discussed in this bookBy Peter LipentineThis book George Washingtons Surprise Attack by author Philip
Thomas Tucker. PhD tells the historical account, the Battle of Trenton one of Americas defining moments of the
American Revolution, and which paved the way for the Declaration of Independence. This book describes two of the
battles, the first one being the attack against the Hessian forces in Trenton commanded by Johann Rall, and the second
battle being against the British reinforcements under Lord Cornwallis. Starting in December 1776 with General
George Washingtons army of peaceful farmers, and humble shopkeepers waiting to cross the Delaware River. Having
successfully sent the soldiers across in boats, they are now tasked with trying to get nearly four hundred tonsin total of
artillery across the river Delaware.Finding that they cannot cross the river with such a heavy load, George Washington
hasto recall histroops from New Jersey. With atight discipline seldom seen in war, a snow storm yet to hit their
backs, and German Hessians firing at them from houses on king street. Captain Washington age 24 was hit on king
street and fallen wounded on the forefront. Who latter we find takes this ball of lead (situated in his breast) all the way
to the white house, and to battle in the second battle. As most of us know the result | will not discuss too much in this
area, just that the American forces were able to win the battle against the German Hessian forces, and against the
British forcestoo.If you want a historical account of what happened in one of the most famous wars of American
History then you definitely need to give this book athorough read. The author has done tremendous research in this
area. To help back up his book Philip has included an exhaustive reference list for anyone who would like to verify the
historical information discussed in this book.0 of O people found the following review helpful. New look at Bettle of
TrentonBy Customer4.5 StarsGeorge Washington, the first President of the United States was not only a president, but
an accomplished general who lead his troops into many battles. History shows a general who achieved victory through
happenstance and luck when it actuality it was much more than that.The Battle of Trenton has gone down in history as
a battle that was planned while the soldiers were drunk and celebrating, when in fact it only appeared that way. Dr.
Tucker dug through enormous amounts of primary documentation and secondary sources to find information that
looks at information from a different view point. That viewpoint usually leads to information that is not well known,
such as the battle of Trenton.The majority of Dr. Tuckers work islooking at different aspects of history directly prior
to or during the early years of America. Information isnot readily available, so to be successful in abook such asthis,
the time and energy expended was intense. Not only that, but from the endnotes, it is obvious that he did not just take
anothers word for it. The book starts off somewhat slow, but it not that different from his other books, in fact | think
that this one had more of the authors voice, instead of being dry as many historical books can be. It speeds up during
the meat of the book, and from someone who doesnt know as much about that time period as others, it gives enough
information to be relevant but not too much to bore me.Some have called Tucker arevisionist historian, but | disagree,
heis not trying to change history, but to add to it, to add the personal side, the unknown stories that make men into
legends.

Extensively researched and superbly argued in Tuckers compelling narrative, this in-depth examination of George
Washingtons military miracle at the Battle of Trenton unquestionably confirms the vital importance of that stunning
victory. Jerry D. Morelock, PhD, editor in chief at Armchair General Like many historical events, the American
Revolution is sometimes overlooked, ignored, or minimized by historians because of common shrouding in romantic
myth or interference from stubborn stereotypes. Here historian Phillip Thomas Tucker provides an in-depth look at the
events of the Battle of Trenton, weeding out fiction and legend and presenting new insights and analysis. Stories from
many forgotten individuals of the war, including officers and soldiers from both sides, bring to life the Continental
Armys desperate circumstances and shocking victory. Myths that Tucker debunks include the Hessians slovenly
drunkenness, Washington acting alone in creating the attack strategy, and Ralls incompetence as aleader largely
contributing to his troops defeat. By exploring the forgotten aspects of one of Americas most famous battles, revealing
Trentons story proves to be even more fascinating. In the end, Americas founding was nothing short of miraculous,



and no chapter of Americas story was more miraculous than Washingtons improbable success at the battle of Trenton,
where Americas fate was decided to almost everyones amazement on a dark, snowy morning. Skyhorse Publishing, as
well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books about
World War 11, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War,
the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not
every title we publish becomes a New Y ork Times bestseller or anational bestseller, we are committed to books on
subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

"Tucker combines adetailed analysis of Trenton asabrilliantly conceived and executed military operation with a
convincing argument for the battle as the defining moment of the American Revolution."--Dennis Showalter, Ph.D.,
Colorado College'Extensively researched and superbly argued in Tucker's compelling narrative, this in-depth
examination of George Washington's 'military miracle' at the battle of Trenton unquestionably confirms the vital
importance of that stunning victory."--Jerry D. Morelock, Ph.D., Armchair General"A historian offers a blow-by-blow
re-creation of George Washington's 1776 Christmas crossing of the Delaware and the capture of Trenton . . . Tucker
(Barksdale's Charge: The True High Tide of the Confederacy at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863) appears to have missed no
details: the varying intensity of the snow, sleet and wind; every feature of the topography; the positions of each
cannon; the nuances of the attack and counterattack. He's out to expose myths, especially the supposed incompetence
of Hessian commander Col. Johann Rall and the holiday drunkenness of his troops. Tucker aso highlights overlooked
aspects of the fight, such as Washington's distinctly American battle plan (employing guerrillatactics of frontier
warfare and anticipating artillery tactics perfected by Napoleon), the unusually varied composition of the Continental
Army and the crucia roles played by Washington'stop lieutenants . . . Tucker's account brims with colorful
information--about the delicacy of Washington's military maneuver, the double envelopment, about a female sniper
firing on the enemy, about 'the solid Hessian wall . . . of walking muskets--that vivifies this pivotal episodein
American history."--Kirkus "Historian Phillip Thomas Tucker provides an in-depth look at the events of the battle of
Trenton, weeding out fiction and legend and presenting new insights and analysis."--Peabody Institute
Library"Historian fillsin the gaps of Washington's surprise attack during the Battle of Trenton."--New Jersey
Times'Phillip Thomas Tucker attempts to parse fiction from fact. He provides an in-depth look(more than 600 pages,
with notes) at the events of the Battle of Trenton, presenting new insights and analysis about a battle that holds a
mythical place in American history."--New Y ork History Blog"Despite being one of the most important victories of
the American Revolution, there are many aspects of the battle that have yet to be fully explored. In George
Washington's Surprise Attack, historian Phillip Thomas Tucker examines the tactical influences which shaped
Washington's risky plan, from Celtic military tradition to frontier warfare of the French and Indian War, and in the
process demonstrates how Washington changed from a conventional eighteenth century military commander whose
decisions depended upon alarge number of trained troops at his disposal to one who began to understand the strengths
and potential of small unit tactics."--Peribo" Contrary to longstanding theories that Washington won because of the
incompetence of Hessian leader Col. Johann Gottlieb Rall, Tucker validates Rall's tenacity and deep military
leadership. He also gives credit to the unsung heroes in Washington's army . . .historian Tucker (Exodus from the
Alamo) pulls back the shroud of legend surrounding the battle of Trenton, revealing the details of this turning point of
the American Revolution."--Publisher's WeeklyAbout the Author Phillip Thomas Tucker, PhD, is awriter and
historian who has edited and authored more than two dozen books and written over sixty scholarly articles. After
earning his PhD in 1990, he took a position as civilian historian with the Department of Defense and specialized in air
force history. He lives near Washington, DC.



