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Paul Johnson : George Washington: The Founding Father (Eminent Lives) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised George Washington: The Founding Father (Eminent Lives):

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Work of Fiction???By TexicanThis was an interesting overview
of Washington's life. But frankly, it did not provide alot of new information to someone that has read more than high
school level history. Yeah, it debunked a few legends, like the cherry tree, but it did not plow any new ground.What
really suprised me was the disclaimer at the end, that this was awork of fiction.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. George Washington - appetite-whetting Paul Johnson biographyBy Stephen FranksJohnson's Socrates


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060753676

was my first taste of his series of potted 'Eminent Lives. They are a perfect length for their explicit purpose -
inspiration. Long enough to set out extraordinary facts (at age 17 leader of a survey party in dangerous territory, by 22
years commander of soldiers that fired the shots that started Britain's first world wide war with France), but not long
enough to get bogged down in recounting or rebutting all the detail of controversies and warts. Johnson's writing
makes learning effortless. And he spares us the moralising of much modern biography that can't stop apologising for
or ritually condemning the gaps between the subject's moral universe and the pieties of a modern academic.1 of 1
people found the following review helpful. Good quick readBy FlyboyRead an excellent review of this author and so
thiswas my first Paul Johnson book. Very quick read and though it is small in pagesit is quite informative. Never
knew that G. Washington AND George |11 both played baseball. | knew Washington died after a cold winter ride, but
didn't know he tried to treat himself by "blood letting" and died while taking his pulse.l ordered Modern Times next -
be warned- its 800 pages long! But again very well written.

By far the most important figure in the history of the United States, George Washington liberated the thirteen colonies
from the superior forces of the British Empire against all military odds, and presided over the production and
ratification of a constitution that (suitably amended) has lasted for more than two hundred years. Y et today
Washington remains a distant figure to many Americansa failing that acclaimed author Paul Johnson sets out to rectify
with this brilliantly vivid, sharply etched portrait of the great hero as a young warrior, masterly commander in chief,
patient lawmaker, and exceptionally wise president.

.com George Washington is by far the most important figure in the history of the United States. Against all military
odds, he liberated the thirteen colonies from the superior forces of the British Empire and presided over the process to
produce and ratify a Constitution that (suitably amended) has lasted for more than two hundred years. In two terms as
president, he set that Constitution to work with such success that, by the time he finally retired, Americawas well on
its way to becoming the richest and most powerful nation on earth. Despite his importance, Washington remains today
adistant figure to many Americans. Previous books about him are immensely long, multivolume, and complicated.
Paul Johnson has now produced a brief life that presents avivid portrait of the great man as young warrior, masterly
commander-in-chief, patient Constitution maker, and exceptionally wise president. He also shows Washington as a
farmer of unusual skill and an entrepreneur of foresight, patriarch of an extended family, and proprietor of one of the
most beautiful homesin America, which he largely built and adorned. Trenchant and original as ever, Johnson has
given us a brilliant, sharply etched portrait of thisiconic figureboth as a hero and as a man. Discover More Eminent
Lives Francis Crick: Discoverer of the Genetic Code by Matt Ridley Freud: Inventor of the Modern Mind by Peter
Kramer Machiavelli: Philosopher of Power by Ross King Thomas Jefferson: Author of America by Christopher
Hitchens Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time by Karen Armstrong Alexis de Tocqueville: Demaocracy's Guide by
Joseph Epstein From Publishers Weeklyln this masterful addition to the Eminent Lives series, acclaimed historian
Johnson (A History of the Jews; Art: A New History) concisely yet vividly portraysthe life and legacy of our first
president. Johnson traces Washington's life from his early manhood as a surveyor falling in love with the uncharted
territory west of Virginiato hislater, cunning military exploits. More than anything, according to Johnson,
Washington loved property and sought to expand the boundaries not only of the colonies but also of his own land
holdings. Washington's skills as a surveyor and a manager established him as a military leader in the French and
Indian Wars and the Revolution, and helped him establish a strong executive office and an enduring constitution for
the new republic. Johnson points out that Washington's deep moral conviction about the rightness of the war hel ped
him to defeat King George 111, who lacked any moral passion about the lands he was supposed to protect. While books
like Joseph Elliss His Excellency offer more detail, Johnson captures the key images of Washington's life and work in
this sharply focused snapshot. (June 2) Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved.From School Library Journal Adult/High School This biography, written from the vantage point of a
respected, conservative British historian, provides a new and fascinating picture of the first U.S. President. Johnson
doesn't have Americans natural inclination to deify Washington, but he does have a great deal of respect for his
subject, delineating the man's merits and deficiencies. The author also brings the situation in Britain at the timethe
backdrop against which Washington reached the heights of his fameinto perspective. These well-written and well-
thought-out interpretations will benefit anyone interested in the man or histimes.Ted Westervelt, Library of Congress,
Washington, DC Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



