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Shireen T. Hunter : God on Our Side: Religion in International Affairs before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised God on Our Side: Religion in International Affairs:

Thistimely book offers an accessible introduction to religion in international affairs. Shireen T. Hunter highlights the
growing importance of religion in politics and analyzes its nature, role, and significance. She places the question of
religions impact on global affairsin the broader context of state and nonstate actors, weighing the factors that most
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affect their actions. Through the lens of three compelling and distinctive case studiesRussias response to the Y ugoslav
crisis, Turkeys reaction to the Bosnian war, and Europes policy toward Turkish membership in the EUHunter
demonstrates that religion increasingly shapesinternational affairsin significant and diverse ways. Her book is
essential reading for anyone needing a better understanding of why and, more important, how, religion influences the
behavior of international actors and thus the character of world politics.

Have students of international relations underplayed the role of religion? Hunter says no, but the resurgence of religion
in domestic politics during the past 40 years requires a systematic framework to isolate this impact on foreign policy.
The end of the Cold War, the breakup of the Soviet Union and Y ugoslavia, and Western intervention in Afghanistan
and Irag have forced many states, old and new, to reshape their national identitiesoften by recalling areligiously
infused past. Cosmopolitan/universalistic ideals retreated as religious conflict and ethnic sorting created new states and
political movements. And the competition of non-state actors, ranging from the United Nations, NGOs, and terrorist
entities, have especially pressured weak states to shape religiously inflected ideologies to enhance and consolidate
their power. Three case studiesRussias policy toward the Yugoslav crisis, Turkeys policy toward the Bosnian War, and
European policy toward Turkish membership in the EUconstitute the core of the book. Both Russian and Turkish
foreign policy demonstrate the continued centrality of security and national interest in their responses to the Y ugoslav
breakup. Europes resistance to Turkish membership, ironically, is suffused with secularized forms of
Christianity.Summing Up: Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through faculty. (CHOICE)Both used and
abused, religion is becoming akey paradigm in international relations. Through meticulous research and great clarity,
Shireen Hunter dissects the role of religion in global affairs. Thisbook is essential reading for al those wishing to dig
into the complex nexus between religion and international politics, which for good and ill has become a defining
phenomenon of our age. (Nathalie Tocci, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Rome)Shireen Hunter problematizes some of
the conventional assertionsin the literature, providing a challenging framework that incorporates state interests,
domestic factors, and national identity to address the role of religion in world politics. The three diverse case studies
provide an interesting platform to critically reflect on domestic and international factors that affect and shape the scope
and limitation of therole of religion. Thisisahighly instructive and useful book for both students and informed
publics. (Mohiaddin Meshahi, Florida International University) This book is a welcome contribution to the debate
about the new visibility of religion in the shaping of international affairs. It offers pragmatic guidelines, relevant
definitions, and case studiesto take religion fully into account. (Franois Foret, Universit Libre de Bruxelles)About the
AuthorShireen T. Hunter is aresearch professor at the Prince Alwaleed Bin Tala Center for Muslim-Christian
Understanding at Georgetown University. Her books include Iran Divided: The Historical Roots of Iranian Debates on
Identity, Culture, and Governance in the Twenty-First Century, which was a 2014 Choice OAT.



