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Peter Irons: God on Trial: Landmark Casesfrom America's Religious Battlefields before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised God on Trial: Landmark Cases from America's

Religious Battlefields:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating background and first person accountsBy JT, Book


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0143113755

fanThisis an excellent format for this subject. The author gives backgrounds leading up to the big issue case. So you
get an understanding of avariety of factors the led to the lawsuits and court cases. He also allows participants from
both sides to give their own post-decision notes and personal biography. | hope readers will find, as| did, this book
gives an open, fair reporting of these cases. Y ou will see passionate views, but you will also see respect for opponents
in the cases. Finally he gives a great reference for additional reading and links to documents on the cases. Read this,
especially if you are open to learning about other peoples viewpoints on religious freedom and tolerance issuesin
America.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Review of the book "God on Tria."By APRO40Professor
Peter Irons did an admirable research for this book. | found that perhapsit is an addendum to his book " A people
history of the Supreme Court" but with more details on what is called the "Establishment Clause" relating to the
separation of Religions and State. Regardless of what one believes, it isagood book to read. Incidentaly, the people
history mentioned above is also available at .4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Lots of "meat" -- not
for the casual readerBy Mary quite contraryWe needed this book for an adult ed course we were taking. It certainly has
been helpful. The autobiographical features at the end of each chapter are not well written in many cases and much too
long. Excellent presentation of legal matters unknown to most. Thisis not abook for the casual browser.

Aninsightful and dramatic account of religious conflicts that keep America divided, from the acclaimed author of A
People's History of the Supreme Court As the United States has become increasingly conservative, both politically and
socially, in recent years, the fight between the religious right and those advocating for the separation of church and
state has only intensified. Ashe did in A People's History of the Supreme Court, award-winning author and legal
expert Peter Irons combines an approachable, journalistic narrative style with intimate first-person accounts from both
sides of the conflict. Set against the backdrop of American history, politics, and law, God on Trial relates the stories of
SiX recent cases in communities that have become battlefields in America's growing religious wars.

From Publishers WeeklyDespite Ironss title, Mike Newdow, who challenged the words "under God" in the Pledge of
Allegiance, says, "People... think thisisagainst God. And it's not.... It's those who believe in equality versus those who
don't." But his opponents, and the other defendants in the seven cases concerning the separation of church and state
that civil liberties lawyer Ironsrelates, clearly seeit differently. As one of Newdow's opponents says, if "the majority
of folkswant it, | don't think the minority should be able to say, 'Well, no, you can't haveit.'" Irons (A People's
History of the Supreme Court) provides exciting blow-by-blow accounts of the legal battles, ranging from two
challenges to displays of the 10 Commandments in Kentucky and Texas to the fight over a cross on Mount Soleded in
San Diegoa theater of the absurd lasting 17 years and counting. Irons ends each chapter with monologues by a
participant on each side. These are sometimes rambling and overlong, but reveal sometimes with surprising power, the
personalities and motivations of the opponents. Irons's accounts clarify the legal issues in these important cases as well
aswhat one federal judge called the Supreme Court's "utterly standardless" decisions, failing to provide clear
boundaries for the role of religion in the public square. (May 21) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. aPeter Ironsisthat rare legal scholar who, with impeccable clarity, translates
the most important constitutional issues of our time into human terms.a aHoward Zinn, author of "A Peopleas History
of the United States" aFinally, a book on the struggle for religious freedom that goes beyond the hype and the
headlines. . . Thisis a must-read book.a aJay Sekulow, chief council, American Center for Law JusticePeter Ironsis
that rare legal scholar who, with impeccable clarity, trandates the most important constitutional issues of our time into
human terms. Howard Zinn, author of "A People s History of the United States" Finally, abook on the struggle for
religious freedom that goes beyond the hype and the headlines . . . Thisisamust-read book. Jay Sekulow, chief
council, American Center for Law Justice?Peter Ironsisthat rare legal scholar who, with impeccable clarity, translates
the most important constitutional issues of our time into human terms.? ?Howard Zinn, author of "A People's History
of the United States' ?Finaly, abook on the struggle for religious freedom that goes beyond the hype and the
headlines. . . Thisis amust-read book.? ?Jay Sekulow, chief council, American Center for Law JusticeAbout the
AuthorPeter Ironsis professor of political science at the University of California, San Diego. He is the author of five
previous award-winning books. The most recent, A People's History of the Supreme Court, was awarded the Silver
Gavel Certificate of Merit by the American Bar Association.



