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Robert A. Armour : Gods and Myths of Ancient Egypt before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Gods and Myths of Ancient Egypt:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful bookBy Dellal really enjoy this book quite alot. It gives
agood survey of some of the most popular/interesting stories of ancient Egypt along with some of the most well-
known gods and goddesses of that pantheon. What | especially like about this book isit doesn't treat ancient Egypt and
her storiesin a disrespectful or dismissive manner, like some books unfortunately do.The binding on this particular


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9774246691

edition does break apart alittle too easily for my taste. But the book is still worth having on your shelf if you love
ancient Egypt.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. alrightBy devgood stories but not as in depth as | was
looking for when it came to certain myths. He blended multiple stories of the same myth together which made
guestion how close it was to the actual myth. Still interesting and | know alittle more then | started off with.0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Reader-friendly but not very substantialBy DAJI know this book is meant
as areadable popular introduction to Egyptian mythology, so | don't expect it to be as detailed as a more scholarly
book on the same subject. But | can't help thinking that it could still have been more thoughtful than it is. For instance,
when it retells amyth, it doesn't say which elements of the myth came from which sourceseven in the classic example,
the Osiris myth, where it's fairly easy to point out the large chunk of material that comes from Plutarch's retelling of
the story rather than from the disparate Egyptian sources. Armour doesn't consistently explain the symbolism that lies
behind so many of the strange events in mythology. When he does so, he'sjust as likely to use the outdated
interpretations of early 20th century scholars as to cite those whose work was current when he wrote the book.The
book is organized into chapters on particular major gods, in which Armour describes the myths surrounding each
deity, with less consistent coverage of how deities were worshipped. As aresult, it does give a good impression of the
character of each deity. In that regard, it resembles another book that was published around the same time, The Gods
of Ancient Egypt by Barbara Watterson. There are chapters on the Ennead, Ra, Osiris and Isis, Horus, the conflict
between Horus and Seth, Hathor, the Memphite Triad (Ptah, Sekhmet, and Nefertum), the Theban Triad (Amun, Mut,
and Khonsu), Thoth and Maat, Anubis, and three fertility gods (Hapi, Khnum, and Min). The end matter includes a
more thorough catalogue of Egyptian deities and a useful list of further reading.

Robert Armour's classic text, long cherished by a generation of readers, is now complemented with more than 50 new
photographs and line drawings that show the gods and goddesses in their characteristic forms. Armour maintains a
strong narrative thread with illuminating commentary in hislively, vigorous retelling of stories from Egyptian
mythology, including those of the sun god Ra, the tragic death and rebirth of Osiris with the help of Isis, the near-
burlesgque of Horus' battle with the evil Seth, and the 'gods of the intellect' Thoth and Maat. Now with an updated
bibliography and glossary as well as new charts showing the gods at a glance and ancient Egyptian chronology in
brief, this book is sure to inform and enchant a new generation of readers.

About the AuthorRobert A. Armour is professor emeritus of English at Virginia Commonwealth University. During
1981-82 he was Fulbright Professor at the universities of al-Azhar and 'Ain Shamsin Cairo. He has written or edited
Six books.



