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Cecile Kaufer, Joe Allen : Goodbye for Always: The Triumph of the Innocents  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Goodbye for Always: The Triumph of the Innocents: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Every Holocaust Testimonial deserves FIVE STARS from all 
readers.By Kindle CustomerEvery Holocaust Testimonial has received a FIVE STAR rating from me. I have read at 
least 50 over the past couple of years. First on my kindle Touch and now on my kindle Voyage.I highly recommend if 
you are not familiar with that part of history to pick any of the titles. Personally I try to stick with the below $5 price 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1514368072


range for any kindle book but I do maintain a Wishlist of Holocaust-related titles between $5 and $11, I will get them 
all eventually.I am not good at writing reviews, I struggled all through school with book report requirements too. I 
have given all these books five stars just because doesn't offer the option for more than 5.I feel we all as members of 
the human race should be reading these testimonials and offering prayers for the souls of the victims of this tragic 
period as well as to show respect for the survivors and their descendants.6 of 6 people found the following review 
helpful. UnforgettableBy elaine whinstonThis is the story of two sisters who were separated from their family when 
Paris was invaded by the Nazis during WWII. Over their childhood years their circumstances changed as their 
situation changed. After years of living in various homes and conditions until at last they were adopted by an 
American couple and they became Americans themselves. A very emotional book and I recommend it highly.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. VERY WELL DONEBy Kindle CustomerThis true story is something that 
all people of all ages should read. The author caught the atmosphere of the children's lives.I suppose that some people 
are unable to imagine the possibility of this ever happening again, but I must put emphasis on the fact that this 
occurred LESS than one hundred years ago. In fact, only one generation ago!This book would be an excellent 
mandatory high school reader!!

There was never a more terrible time for Jews in Europe than from 1938 to 1945. The Nazis had overrun a great deal 
of the continent, bent on the domination of the world and the annihilation of an entire people. The death camps, 
unknown to most outside Europe, claimed more than six millions Jews during that time. Some endured -- and most 
have breathtaking stories of survival. Why they survived when so many perished is a matter of coincidence, luck, the 
will to live and the courage and sacrifice of many others. The full scope of that sacrifice will never be completely 
chronicled, it is just too vast. "Good-bye for Always, The Triumph of the Innocents" is the story of the youngest 
members of the Widerman family, who moved to Paris from Poland, only to be caught up in the horror of the Nazi 
occupation. In 1942, Cecile and Betty Widerman began a journey into the belly of the worst beast mankind has to 
offer. For two years they were literally one step ahead of death, as Nazi cruelty sought to envelop them as it had 
millions of others. How they survived, why they survived and who nearly gave their own lives to protect them is a 
story of inspiration and will that is sure to live forever.

From the PublisherThis book is an exaltation of courage and human endurance, a page-turner that traces the steps of 
two children fleeing across northern France, during the early 1940s, in what truly can be described as the worst of 
times. As uplifting as the girl's tale of personal survival is the story of those who helped them, the story of a bond 
between people of different religious and ethnic backgrounds who shared the common ground of their humanity.From 
the AuthorI began to write "Good-bye for Always, The Triumph of the Innocents" in 1993. After meeting Cecile 
Kaufer in the winter of 1990-91, I spent more than three years discussing the historical implications of her story and 
the reasons why it was an important one to tell. It had been almost 50 years since the events in and around Paris and 
she was still unable to share the story even with her children. After endless hours of discussion, Cecile began to feel 
more comfortable with discussing her experiences with me. In time, she sat her children and grandchildren down and 
told them what had happened to her. With some basic training and coaching, she began to be comfortable with talking 
about it to groups. One group, in particular, was the temple her daughter's family belonged to. For the first time, this 
audience contained a member of her family -- her granddaughter -- named after the beloved mother she had lost. While 
these sessions made Cecile more comfortable with speaking in front of groups, she now felt that she wanted it to be 
chronicled in book form. She had written notes, journals, diaries and poems but had no vehicle to give her family the 
immortality she felt they were owed. At that point, she and I started speaking in earnest about doing the book. I 
advised her of the difficult emotional task ahead of her as we sought to bring her family to life. Through the pages of 
the book, everyone would see her beloved mother, father, sister, grandparents and others in ways she had kept hidden 
for years. I knew it would stir a great deal of pain inside her and, to her credit, her mission of wanting this story told 
was strong enough to overcome the pain. I decided to do the project for several reasons. One, it is an extremely 
compelling story. It is exciting, touching, dramatic, suspenseful -- and true. Second, as a Jew myself, I believe strongly 
in passing our knowledge and insight to the next generation. It is my responsibility as an adult to help convey to those 
who follow what has happened in my time. Third, I felt a strong responsibility to this woman, who had endured so 
much and who had entrusted me with her inner-most feelings. More than anything else in the world, she wanted to do 
this so that the story of her family would live forever. She gave me the information I needed to tell the story and my 
commitment to her was so strong that I agreed to be the storyteller. When the book was published in the summer of 
1997, it represented the single most important moment of my professional life. -- Joe AllenFrom the Inside FlapThere 
was never a more terrible time for Jews in Europe than from 1938 to 1945. The Nazis had overrun a great deal of the 
continent, bent on the domination of the world and the annihilation of an entire people. The death camps, unknown to 
most outside Europe, claimed more than six millions Jews during that time. Some endured -- and most have 
breathtaking stories of survival. Why they survived when so many perished is a matter of coincidence, luck, the will to 
live and the courage and sacrifice of many others. The full scope of that sacrifice will never be completely chronicled, 



it is just too vast. "Good-bye for Always, The Triumph of the Innocents" is the story of the youngest members of the 
Widerman family, who moved to Paris from Poland, only to be caught up in the horror of the Nazi occupation. In 
1942, Cecile and Betty Widerman began a journey into the belly of the worst beast mankind has to offer. For two 
years they were literally one step ahead of death, as Nazi cruelty sought to envelop them as it had millions of others. 
How they survived, why they survived and who nearly gave their own lives to protect them is a story of inspiration 
and will that is sure to live forever. 


